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The UN mediation and the new UN envoy 

This month, UN efforts were relatively quiet due to the UN envoy's post vacancy 

after Martin Griffiths was appointed Under-Secretary-General for Humanitarian 

Affairs and Emergency Relief Coordinator, succeeding British diplomat Mark 

Lowcock late last month. Yemeni diplomatic sources had spoken of a British 

objection to a list of seven candidates to succeed Griffiths. The list includes the 

former UN envoy to Libya Ghassan Salame, the Swedish envoy to Yemen Peter 

Semneby, and the former Japanese Ambassador to Yemen Katsuo Yoshi Hayashi, 

the European Union ambassador to Yemen, Hans Grundberg, and the former Omani 

foreign minister, Yousef bin Alawi. The United Kingdom, as the penholder on 

Yemen at the UN Security Council and in coordination with Riyadh and Abu Dhabi, 

strived to appoint the former British Minister of State for the Middle East and North 

Africa, Alistair Burt, in this position. In the end, the Swedish candidate Hans 

Gundberg was officially nominated by the Secretary-General of the United Nations, 

Antonio Guterres, and informed the countries concerned. Grundberg has been the 

European Union ambassador to Yemen since September 2019. The nomination to 

be approved requires the approval of the concerned countries, including the five 

permanent members of the Security Council. It seems that the Swedish candidate 

met with opposition from several parties, who postponed the official announcement 

of the name of the UN envoy to a later time so that the position would remain vacant; 

therefore, the month ended without the official announcement of the new UN envoy. 

It was remarkable what was suggested by diplomatic sources in the Security Council 

that China was the UN Security Council member who delayed the announcement of 
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the appointment of Grundberg as the UN envoy to Yemen, as it had not yet given its 

approval for the appointment of the Swedish diplomat, Hans Grundberg as the new 

UN envoy to Yemen. Appointing a UN special envoy to any country requires the 

approval of the five permanent members of the UN Security Council as a routine 

procedure before it is officially announced. 

 

Media correspondents quoted an anonymous Security Council source as saying that 

four of the five permanent members of the council, in addition to Yemen, have 

approved the Swedish Ambassador as an envoy to Yemen. However, China has not 

announced its position so far. He explained that the Chinese delay is the reason 

behind postponing the announcement of the new UN envoy, nearly two weeks after 

the UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres nominated the Swedish Ambassador for 

this position. There was conflicting information about the reasons behind this 

Chinese position, which led to the delay in announcing the UN new envoy for 

Yemen, in light of the military and political scene developments and exacerbating 

the humanitarian crisis in Yemen. While some analysts point out that the issue is due 

to routine reasons related to the coincidence of the notification with the date of the 

summer vacation for the permanent representative of China in the Security Council, 

which extends until next September, others go to the possibility of the existence of 

special accounts for Beijing related to its plan to obtain concessions from the UN 

Security Council’s countries in another file, in exchange for giving its approval. 
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The efforts of the US envoy 

The US Special Envoy for Yemen Tim Lenderking continued his mediation efforts 

and visited the region this month, including the United Arab Emirates, Qatar and 

Saudi Arabia. Among the key issues discussed by Lenderking in these countries, the 

Riyadh Agreement and how to speed up its implementation, the humanitarian aid to 

Yemen as well as the situation in Marib with the increased Houthi offensive on it. 

He repeated his criticism of the Houthis for not responding to the UN peace plans. 

This conclusion was shared by the British Ambassador to Yemen, Michael Aaron, 

whose term expired this month, as he said on Twitter that since he started working 

in Yemen as an ambassador in 2018, the Houthis “have demanded an end to the so-

called blockade and to Coalition air attacks. Despite being offered both by the UN 

Envoy and by KSA they still refuse to stop their attacks on Marib”.  This is also what 

was expressed by the French Ambassador to Yemen, Jean-Marie Safa, who said that 

the Houthis are the party that rejects peace initiatives in Yemen. 

 

The Saudi- UAE dispute and its reflection on the internal Yemeni affairs 

In July, the Saudi-UAE dispute surfaced suddenly in the OPEC Plus (consisting of 

23 oil-exporting countries, OPEC countries and other producing countries such as 

Russia) meetings when the UAE opposed a Saudi deal, calling it ‘unfair’ and 

demanded an increase in its own production. Subsequently, Saudi Arabia, in what 

seemed to be a retaliatory response, suspended its flights to the UAE, citing the 

outbreak of the Corona epidemic as the reason for this suspension. Saudi Arabia also 

announced that it would exclude imports from free zones or linked to Israel from a 

preferential tariff agreement with neighboring Gulf Arab countries, signaling 
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growing strains in relations with the United Arab and could impair the UAE 

economy. 

The cnsequences of this dispute appeared in the Saudi position, which took a more 

stringent approach with the Southern Transitional Council in the southern 

governorates, which in turn tried to escalate matters on the ground and militarily in 

many governorates. 

 

Preparations to Convene the Parliament  

For the first time since their meeting in April 2019, the Presidency of the Yemeni 

Parliament arrived in Sayun, Hadhramout, at the end of this month. The Yemeni 

news agency, Saba, reported that “the House Speaker Sheikh Sultan Al-Barakani 

and his two deputies, Muhammad Al-Shaddadi, and Abdulaziz Jubari, arrived in the 

city of Seiyun, Hadhramaut Governorate”. Later, the Presidency of the House of 

Representatives approved to resume the work of the Parliament’s General Secretariat 

in the city of Seiyun and began arranging for the resumption of the Parliament’s 

sessions. The Presidency also conducted field visits to some southern governorates. 

However, no indication has been provided about the time and place of the 

parliament’s convening, and there is no doubt that there are still many internal 

obstacles and external pressures that prevent Parliament from holding its sessions 

and exercising its oversight and legislative role, a role that may be a source of 

concern even for many top officials in the legitimacy or the Arab coalition countries. 

Perhaps the STC's threat to prevent the convening of the Parliament, even by force, 

expresses the concern of some internal and external parties about the upcoming role 

of the Parliament and the attempts to abort it. Some analysts interpret the return of 
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the Presidency of the Parliament and attempts to activate the parliament's role at this 

time as one of the consequences of the Saudi-Emirati dispute. 

 

The Southern Governorates  

Locally, the southern governorates issue was one of the most critical issues 

throughout the month. The southern governorates witnessed widespread security 

turmoil, started in the governorate of Abyan, then Shabwa, all the way to the island 

of Socotra. The government forces announced complete control of the city of 

Lawdar in Abyan governorate earlier this month and secured it from the forces of 

the STC. The confrontations ended with the control of the city’s security 

administration and the withdrawal of the former security director loyal to the STC. 

In continuation of the escalation, the head of the STC, Aidarous al-Zubaidi, pledged 

to self-determination and the establishment of what he called the “independent state 

of the South” and threatened to escalate in the governorates of Shabwa, Mahra and 

Hadramout. The STC also pledged to prevent the Yemeni government and the 

Parliament from holding any meetings for them in Hadramout governorate, in the 

east of the country. In addition, the Socotra archipelago has also witnessed security 

tension between the Saudi forces and the Transitional Council forces. 

The Western countries were not far from these developments as the ambassadors of 

the United States, United Kingdom and France commented on the security issues 

and and called on the STS to calm down. Therefore, it is clear that there is no 

international support for the secession demands that the STC calls for. The most that 

can be offered to STC is what was agreed upon in the Riyadh Agreement between 
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the legitimate government. and the STC (November 2019). This agreement became 

a basic reference and one of the keys to solutions to the conflict in Yemen. 

 

UN Security Council Meeting on Yemen 

On Wednesday, July 14, the Security Council unanimously adopted Resolution No. 

2586 (2021) to renew the mandate of the United Nations Mission to Support the 

Hudaydah Agreement in Yemen (UNMHA) for one year ending on July 15, 2022.  

The resolution 2586, which was tabled  by the UK, decides that UNMHA shall 

continue to facilitate and coordinate UN support to assist the parties to fully 

implement the Hudaydah agreement as set out in the December 2018 Stockholm 

Agreement between the Yemeni government and Houthis. The main  

The resolution revolves around four key points, the most important of which is to 

lead and support the work of the Redeployment Coordination Committee, which 

oversees the ceasefire in the Hudaydah governorate. Then mission oversees the 

redeployment of forces and mine action operations, and monitors the parties’ 

commitment to the ceasefire and the mutual redeployment of forces from the city of 

Hudaydah and the ports of Hudaydah, Salif and Ras Issa. The mission works also 

with the parties to maintain the security of the city and ports by local security forces 

in accordance with Yemeni law, and coordinates and facilitates to assist the parties 

in the full implementation of the Hudaydah Agreement. 

The resolution included minor additional task, including the Council's call on all 

parties to work on the stability of Hudaydah through cooperation with the 

Redeployment Coordination Committee and the United Nations Mission to Support 

the Agreement, particularly in conflict-affected areas. The resolution also supports 
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"the efforts of the United Nations Mission to Support the Hudaydah Agreement to 

“reactivate the Re-Coordination Committee and its joint mechanisms to implement 

the Hudaydah Agreement and to meet the access needs of all parties and be equally 

responsive to their requests," according to the fifth item of the resolution.  

This addition reflects what was stated in the report of UN Secretary-General Antonio 

Guterres in his report last month on the work of the mission and the restrictions 

imposed by the Houthis that prevent the mission from patrolling the city of 

Hudaydah since November 2019 and accessing hot spots and sites of “ceasefire 

incidents.” The task is as much as you need it. 

After adopting the resolution, the Security Council held a closed discussion session. 

It was briefed by a number of United Nations officials, including Rosemary DiCarlo, 

the UN Under-Secretary-General for Political and Peacebuilding Affairs. In her 

briefing, DiCarlo discussed the developments on the ground and the four key issues 

that Martin Griffiths had proposed in his deal, including the ceasefire across the 

country, reopening Sanaa airport to international navigation, facilitating the entry of 

ships to the port of Hudaydah and undermining the obstacles that prevent their 

arrival, and the start political discussions. 

****** 
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It was remarkable that the clashes moved to new fronts in Al-Bayda governorate, 

with the continuation of the confrontations on the Marib and Al-Jawf fronts, albeit 

with less intensity. 

In early July, the Yemeni government forces announced the launch of a military 

operation called “The Piercing Star” to liberate the central province of Al-Bayda 

from the Houthis, who have controlled most of it since 2014. The announcement of 

this military operation came in a sudden way that led to confusion among the 

Houthis, who retreated from the field in many areas during the first days of the 

confrontations due to attacks by government forces. On July 5, government forces 

announced the control of the entire district of Al-Zahir and they advanced towards 

the city of Al-Bayda, the center of the governorate. Moreover, the government forces 

controled the majority of the Al-Soma’a district near Al-Zahir. 

Three days later, the Houthis launched a violent attack from several axes on the 

center of the Al-Zahir district, and they managed to advance to the city center, to 

take control of it after several days. The Houthi forces continued advancing in the 

neighboring districts, and by the end of the month, they were able to control the 

districts of Nata' and Na’aman in Al-Bayda governorate and reach the outskirts of 

Shabwa governorate. 

One of the main reasons for the retreat of the government forces is likely due to what 

the leaders in the STC did to prevent the military supplies and reinforcements from 

accessing al-Bayda fronts. Colonel Hussein Fadl Al-Salahi, a military commander 

in the Giants Brigades, revealed this, who actively participated in the battles against 

The Militiry Development  
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the Houthis. Al- Salahi said in an audio message, circulated widely in the social 

media, that the STC forces prevented the access of ammunition and reinforcements 

to the front through Yafa' in Lahj governorate. He mentioned that one of the supply 

officials was arrested for three days by Mukhtar al-Nubi, one of the STC forces’ 

leaders. He added that the STC forces stipulated that the Yemeni resistance forces 

must be supplied through the STC security belt. However, according to Al-Salahi, 

the resistance forces were surprised of the supply cut and arresting Sami Al-Lahji, 

the person responsible for delivering the supply to them on trumped-up charges. 

Colonel Al- Salahi considered this one of the main reasons for turning the battle 

from victory to defeat. He added that STC forces in Yafa’a arrested a number of 

fighters while on their way to participate in the Al-Bayda battle. Al-Salahi said that 

Saleh al-Sayed, the commander of the STC’s support brigades, called him and 

pledged that he would not allow a single individual to enter the al-Bayda fronts and 

gave his orders to the military check-point in Yafa’a to stop the entry of any 

reinforcements towards al-Bayda. 

Due to its many advantages, Al-Bayda is a strategic governorate that both sides of 

the conflict are keen to win. The governorate, which consists of 20 districts, is 

described as the heart of Yemen, as it mediates between the north and south of the 

country. The governorate is adjacent to four southern governorates: Abyan, Lahj, Al 

Dhale'e and Shabwa, in addition to four northern governorates: Ma'rib, Ibb, Dhamar 

and Sana'a. Due to its strategic location, the Houthis were keen to extend their 

influence in Al-Bayda, the starting point for their military operations, whether in the 

north or south of the country. 

Al-Bayda governorate is very important as it also serves as a transit point to the 

capital, Sanaa, which is under the control of the Houthis; despite the distance, Al-

Bayda governorate is linked to a border with the countryside of Sanaa. If the 
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government forces control al-Bayda, they will have secured four ‘liberated 

provinces’ from the Houthis in the south of the country, while four other provinces 

will be under the control of the Houthis. The vast majority of al-Bayda's residents 

belong to the Sunni sect. The Salafist movement is prominent in the governorate, 

and the Yemeni Islamic Party has an active presence in the governorate. 

 

The Houthi attacks on Saudi Arabia 

The number of drones and missiles launched by the Houthis towards Saudi Arabia 

had decreased compared to last month. Either possibility can explain this: undeclared 

understandings between the Houthis and Saudi Arabia as a result of direct or indirect 

talks between the two parties, which is not likely to occur at the moment, or due to 

the decrease in the Houthi stockpile of these missiles, especially after the previous 

month witnessed the launch of a large number of drones and ballistic missiles 

towards the Saudi depth. 

***** 
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In a clear indication of the economic deterioration in the country, the Yemeni 

currency witnessed an unprecedented decline, so that the exchange rate of one US 

dollar exceeded one thousand riyals in the areas controlled by the legitimate 

government, noting that the exchange rate before the war broke out in 2015 was 215 

riyals to the dollar. The currency decline is one of the repercussions of the conflict 

which had negative impacts on various sectors. Economists point out that this 

decline is due to five main factors, most notably the loose money market, the decline 

in the investment movement in the country due to the state of insecurity, in addition 

to the increasing demand for foreign exchange purchases, the cessation of exports, 

and the increasing travel trips for medical treatment. 

The economic issue was one of the key issues on the table of the US envoy, Tim 

Lenderking, who went to Saudi Arabia in the middle of the month on his seventh 

visit to the region since he took office a year ago. He discussed the need to end the 

Houthis' ‘manipulation’ of fuel revenues and prices inside Yemen. The economic 

crisis is a crucial issue and has economic, humanitarian and even military impacts. 

The, that the US envoy Tim Lenderking also discussed with a number of Yemeni 

experts the economic situation in the country,  according to the US State Department 

Twitter, and the deterioration of the currency via video communication technology, 

and discussed with them the importance of prioritizing economic issues as a central 

element in peace efforts in Yemen. 

On July 13, the Supreme Economic Council approved several measures to stop the 

deterioration of the currency rate, including forming ministerial committees to 

review financial income channels and setting regulations for the import of goods to 

The Economic Development  
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contribute to reducing the depletion of hard currency. The Yemeni government also 

warned of the international community's slowdown in its support to confront the 

economic crisis and stop the deterioration of the local currency. The warning came 

during a meeting between the Yemeni Prime Minister Maeen Abdul-Malik and the 

US Special Envoy for Yemen, Tim Lenderking, at the end of the month. Abdul-

Malik said: "The economic situation now is the main concern of citizens, in light of 

the decline in the currency rate and the weakening of purchasing power." He added, 

"In addition to the government's measures, a regional and international support is 

necessary to achieve economic stability." Abdul-Malik added that: "There is a need 

for a quick and urgent intervention to support the government in this vital file; the 

delay will make the treatments more expensive." 

 

Saudi aid 

The third batch of oil derivatives grant provided by Saudi Arabia to the legitimate 

government arrived this month in Aden, the interim capital. This batch consists of 

75 thousand metric tons of diesel intended to feed the power plants in the 

governorate. The second shipment of the Saudi oil grant of 5,500 tons of diesel has 

also arrived in Al-Mahra Governorate. 

Hodeidah port receives oil ships 

The legitimate government announced that it allowed several oil derivatives ships to 

enter the port of Hodeidah, which is under the control of the Houthis. On Twitter, 

the Foreign Minister Ahmed bin Mubarak said: "The government has again allowed 

an (unspecified) number of oil derivatives ships to enter Hodeidah in response to 

humanitarian needs." He added that this "came despite the Houthis' continued 

violation of the Stockholm Agreement and their continued aggression against Marib 
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Governorate." In December 2018, the government and the Houthis in the Swedish 

capital, Stockholm, reached a deal under the United Nations' auspices to resolve 

issues, including the situation in Hodeidah Governorate. The deal stated on the 

redeployment and transfer of the city’s port resources to a special account in the 

central bank. Houthi-controlled areas suffer from severe fuel shortages from time to 

time, while the group accuses the Arab coalition and the Yemeni government of 

seizing oil ships and preventing their entry to the port of Hodeidah. The government 

requires that all revenues of ships entering the port of Hodeidah be deposited in an 

account that is not under the Houthis' control and used to deliver salaries to 

employees across Yemen. 

 

World Bank Aid 

The World Bank announced that it had approved a $150 million grant to Yemen to 

increase the access of the war-torn country to basic services in the areas of health, 

nutrition, water and sanitation. The bank said in a statement that Yemen, "the poorest 

country on the World Bank's list of countries in the Middle East and North Africa 

region, is witnessing the worst humanitarian crisis in the world since 2015 due to the 

escalating conflict." The Bank added that "by the end of 2020, the number of deaths 

in Yemen reached 233,000, half of whom died due to lack of food, or lack of access 

to health care, in addition to the lack of basic infrastructure required to provide these 

services." 

The statement warned that nearly 20 million Yemenis, out of a total population of 

about 29 million, suffer from food insecurity and the risk of malnutrition, as two-

thirds of them cannot provide enough food, drink and access water and sanitation 

services. It added that the ongoing conflict in Yemen "has driven more than 4 million 

people to flee their homes." In its statement, the World Bank pointed out that these 
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crises led to "the spread of infectious diseases, including diphtheria and dengue fever 

throughout the country. With the surge of the Corona virus, Yemen is facing a 

challenge of another kind." 

****** 
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The humanitarian situation has continued to deteriorate as a result of the conflict in 

Yemen, and in this regard, the circle of poverty and the needy is expanding, and a 

large number of foreign aid recipients have been added. The US Agency for 

International Development said that relief organizations operating in Yemen had 

expanded the lists of beneficiaries of monthly food aid to include three million 

people in Houthi-controlled areas. It increased the number of beneficiaries from 8 

million people per month to 11 million people due to increased donor funding for 

the humanitarian action plan for the current year. 

"The humanitarian situation in Yemen remains dire, including the very real threat of 

famine this year," the spokesperson for the UN Secretary-General, Florencia Soto 

Nino, said in a daily briefing on July 14. " The collapse of Yemen’s currency will 

also make it much harder for Yemenis to afford food and other essentials.  That is 

very bad news for the risk of famine, and this means more people are likely to look 

to humanitarian agencies for support," she added. She noted that the fastest way to 

provide assistance is to " increase support for the UN response plan" for Yemen, 

which has so far received only 44 per cent of the necessary funding. She explained 

that resources would start running out again in September, which will force agencies 

to scale back aid at a time when people's needs are likely to increase. " That would 

be catastrophic for millions of people who rely on these programmes to survive," 

she said. She also warned on the disastrous humanitarian consequences of the 

Houthis continuous assaults on Marib; she said, “We are particularly concerned by 

the pronounced escalation in conflict in Marib and elsewhere in recent weeks, which 

threatens millions of people”. 

The Humanitarian Development  
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The country was not saved from natural disasters as the continuous rainfall in the 

summer caused damaged in several governorates. In its monthly report on the 

humanitarian situation of Yemen, UNICEF stated that: “As of July 30, an estimated 

4,146 families were reportedly impacted by heavy rainfall and associated flooding 

across the country. The largest impact on displaced families was reported in Marib 

and Taiz. Floods were also reported in other governorates, including in Al 

Hudaydah, Al Mahwit, Sana’a, Al Maharah, Shabwa, Abyan, Aden, Lahj, Al 

Dhale’a and the west coast, reportedly causing loss of life and property”1. 

The UNICEF report also indicated various aspects of the humanitarian crisis in 

Yemen, including: “More than 15.4 million people urgently need assistance to 

access Water, Sanitation and Hygiene (WASH) services which are linked to drivers 

of malnutrition. Approximately 20.1 million people need health assistance. Women 

and children continue to be disproportionately affected, with 4.8 million women and 

10.2 million children in need of assistance to access health services”2. 

The UNICEF also released a report titled “Education Disrupted: Impact of the 

conflict on children’s education in Yemen” highlighting the obstacles and challenges 

that the education sector faces in Yemen. “Children remain the primary victims of 

this terrible crisis, with 11.3 million requiring some form of humanitarian aid or 

protection assistance,” said the report. Some 8.1 million children need emergency 

education assistance across Yemen, an increase from the 1.1 million reported before 

the war started, it said. You can access a copy of the report at the last part of this 

report.   

 

 
1  https://reliefweb.int/report/yemen/unicef-yemen-humanitarian-situation-report-1-31-july-2021  
2 https://reliefweb.int/report/yemen/unicef-yemen-humanitarian-situation-report-1-31-july-2021  

https://reliefweb.int/report/yemen/unicef-yemen-humanitarian-situation-report-1-31-july-2021
https://reliefweb.int/report/yemen/unicef-yemen-humanitarian-situation-report-1-31-july-2021
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Thursday, July 1 

US ‘beyond fed up’ with Houthi attacks in Yemen 

The US State Department is “beyond fed up” with Houthi attacks in Yemen; spokesperson Ned 

Price told a press briefing on Thursday. 

Yemeni economy in free fall amid collapsing currency, COVID-19 

Over the past month, the Yemeni rial has declined against foreign currencies to the lowest rate 

since the war began in March 2015, registering 800 rials to the US dollar, amid international 

warnings of further declines. 

This was clearly expressed by Undersecretary General for Humanitarian Affairs Mark Lowcock 

in his briefing to the United Nations Security Council on Yemen June 24, warning of Yemen 

"falling off the cliff." 

“We have never before seen in Yemen a situation where such a severe acute domestic economic 

crisis overlaps with a sharp drop in remittances and major cuts to donor support for humanitarian 

aid — and this, of course, is all happening in the middle of a devastating pandemic,” Lowcock 

said, noting that the value of the rial has plummeted and food prices have risen between 10% 

and 20% in some areas just in the last two weeks. 

World Bank gives $150 mln to Yemen projects amid aid shortfall 

DUBAI, July 1 (Reuters) - The World Bank will give Yemen $150 million in grants for health, 

nutrition and sanitation projects, helping address a funding shortfall facing the war-torn country. 

(https://www.reuters.com/) 

Houthi prosecution of Yemeni model ‘marred with irregularities, abuse’ 

An international rights group has accused Yemen’s Houthi rebels of prosecuting a female actor 

and model on charges of committing an indecent act and drug possession in a case “marred with 

irregularities and abuse.” 

The Iran-backed Houthis, who control Yemen’s capital of Sanaa and much of the country’s 

north, detained 20-year-old Intisar al Hammadi in Sanaa in February and three others she was 

travelling with, according to Human Rights Watch. 

Ten days after her detention, the Houthis said they had arrested al Hammadi because she was in 

a car with a man accused of dealing drugs. 

They confiscated her phone and “her modelling photos were treated as an act of indecency and 

therefore she was (labelled) a prostitute,” the New York-based group said in a 

statement.(https://www.trtworld.com/)  

Yemen: Houthis Subject Model to Unfair Trial 

Yemeni Model and Actress Accused of Indecent Act; Threatened With Virginity Test 

Houthi authorities are carrying out an unfair trial of a Yemeni actress and model, Human Rights 

Watch said today. She has been arbitrarily detained since February 20, 2021. The case has been 

marred with irregularities and abuse. 

In June the authorities brought the model, Intisar al-Hammadi, 20, twice before the West 

Municipality (Sanaa) Court on the apparent charges of committing an indecent act and drug 

possession, her lawyer told Human Rights Watch. Sources told Human Rights Watch that 

http://reliefweb.int/report/yemen/under-secretary-general-humanitarian-affairs-and-emergency-relief-coordinator-mark-28
https://www.reuters.com/
https://www.trtworld.com/
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Houthi authorities forced al-Hammadi to sign a document while blindfolded during interrogation 

and offered to release her if she would help them entrap their enemies with “sex and drugs.”  

Houthi authorities also request that she undertake a “virginity test,” which she refused. 

“The Houthi authorities’ unfair trial against Intisar al-Hammadi, on top of the arbitrary arrest 

and abuse against her in detention, is a stark reminder of the abuse that women face at the hands 

of authorities throughout Yemen,” said Michael Page, deputy Middle East director at Human 

Rights Watch. “The Houthi authorities should ensure her rights to due process, including access 

to her charges and evidence against her so she can challenge it, and immediately drop charges 

that are so broad and vague that they are arbitrary.” (https://www.hrw.org/) 
 

Al-Asadi: The Houthis killed 46 journalists and displaced a thousand  

Nabil Al-Asadi, a Yemeni Journalists Syndicate Council member, said that the Houthi group 

killed 46 journalists and photographers and displaced a thousand others from their jobs from 

2015 to June 2021. 

The statement came in his meeting with human rights activists and the Working Group of the 

Special Rapporteur on promoting and protecting freedom of opinion and expression at the 

Human Rights Council. He discussed the Houthi violations against Yemeni journalists, such as 

killing, detention, enforced disappearance, confiscation of property and closing down TV 

channels, radio stations, newspapers and websites. Governmental, civil and partisan news. 

 

The launch of the second phase of the vaccination campaign against Covid-19 in Marib 

On Thursday, Marib Governorate launched the second phase of the vaccination campaign 

against COVID-19, giving the second dose of AstraZeneca vaccine to the health sector staff, the 

elderly and those with chronic diseases in the governorate. 

The Director of the Marib Health Office, Abdul Aziz Al-Shadadi, said that the second phase 

targets all those who received the first dose of the vaccine in all districts of the governorate. 

They are about 18 thousand people, 101 doctors, health workers, the elderly and those with 

chronic diseases. 

STC announces thwarting an attack by pro-government forces in Abyan governorate 

Today, Thursday, the Southern Transitional Council forces announced that they had repelled an 

attack by pro-government forces in Lawdar, the capital of Abyan Governorate. 

The STC spokesman said that groups from the security belt of the STC repelled an attack by 

government forces on Lawdar yesterday, Wednesday, and forced them to retreat. 

COVID-19 continues to decline, 13 new cases and 13 recoveries and no deaths 

US State Department Spokesperson: The Houthis' continued violence contradicts their 

claims to work for peace 

Ned Price to Al Jazeera: The Houthi attack in Marib threatens civilians, exacerbates the 

humanitarian crisis and complicates the conflict.  

World Bank gives $150 million to Yemen projects amid aid shortfall 

The World Bank will give Yemen $150 million in grants for health, nutrition and sanitation 

projects, helping address a funding shortfall facing the war-torn country . 

https://www.hrw.org/
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"The project will provide much-needed emergency funds to help deliver quality healthcare for 

the poorest and most vulnerable, including those living in remote areas, said Tania Meyer, the 

World Bank's Yemen country head . 

Friday, July 2  

Saudi-led coalition says it intercepted Houthi drone from Yemen 

The Saudi-led coalition in Yemen said it has intercepted and destroyed a bomb-laden drone fired 

by Houthi rebels towards the kingdom on Friday, the third such attack within 48 hours.  

A coalition statement, cited by Saudi state news agency SPA, said a drone heading towards the 

southwest Khamis Mushait region was shot down by its air defence. 

Saudi Arabia rejects the decisions of Aidarous Al-Zubaidi and announces a new consensus 

between the legitimate government and the UAE-backed STC forces 

Al-Jazeera sources: Two dead and three wounded in clashes between the Security Belt forces 

and government forces in Abyan, southern Yemen 

Yemeni government source: Calm returns to Lawdar city in Abyan after the government forces 

controlled the security administration building.  

The Yemeni government: We reject all forms of escalation and demand the Transitional Council 

to respond to the Saudi call and implement the Riyadh Agreement. 

The Arab Coalition: Interception and destruction of a hostile air target launched by the Houthis 

towards Saudi Arabia. 

Riyadh announces an agreement between the government of Yemen and the STC to stop the 

escalation.  

The Yemeni army begins a military operation against the Houthis in Al-Bayda 

On Friday, the Yemeni army and the Pople’s Resistance launched a military operation called 

“Al-Najm Al-Thaqib” (Piercing Star) against the Houthis in Al-Bayda Governorate, in the centre 

of the country. 

Swedish diplomat Hans Grundberg named new UN envoy for Yemen. 

The Houthis: The US supports terrorism, and we are tired of demanding peace from those 

who kill us daily 

The Houthis accused the United States of supporting terrorism and ISIS in Yemen. The 

accusation came in statements by a leader of the group, Muhammad al-Houthi, in response to 

statements by the US State Department, in which it expressed that they were fed up with the 

Houthis, their refusal to cease fire and their repeated attacks on Marib Governorate. 

The Yemeni government welcomes the Saudi statement and affirms its commitment to the 

Riyadh Agreement   

On Friday, the Yemeni government welcomed the statement issued by Saudi Arabia calling to 

stop the escalation and complete the implementation of the provisions of the Riyadh Agreement 

concluded between the government and the UAE-backed STC, emphasizing its commitment to 

complete its part in the agreement.  

The Yemeni Riyal continues to collapse,  the latest exchange rate updates in Sanaa and 

Aden 

The exchange rate 
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Sanaa  

USD1 = YR598  

Aden 

USD1 = YR954 

The UAE perpetuates the occupation of ‘Socotra’ and issues identity cards to the island's 

residents  

Rights group: 17 deaths of abductees as a result of torture in Houthi and transitional 

prisons during 2020 

The Association of Mothers of Abductees has documented 17 death cases of abductees due to 

torture and medical negligence in the prisons of the Houthi and STC forces in the past year. 

Arab Coalition foils Houthi attack, destroys booby-trapped boats in the Red Sea 

The Arab Coalition on Saturday said it foiled an imminent attack by the Iran-backed Houthi 

militia using two booby-trapped boats off the coast of the Hodeidah port in Yemen. 

According to a statement carried by the Saudi Press Agency (SPA), the coalition was able to 

destroy the boats off the coast of the As-Salif village before the Houthis carried out their 

operation, according to a statement carried by the Saudi Press Agency (SPA). 

Saturday, July 3 

Houthi media: Arab Coalition warplanes launched 20 raids on sites in Ma'rib Governorate, 

northeast of Yemen 

Yemeni military sources: dead and wounded in clashes north of Ma'rib governorate after an 

attack by the Houthis 

The latest of the battles in Al-Bayda Governorate, the National Army announces the control 

over new sites 

The National Army continued its field advance for the third day in a row in Al-Bayda. 

GCC confirms its support for Yemeni legitimacy and calls for the implementation of the 

Riyadh Agreement 

Nayef Al-Hajraf , the Secretary-General of the Gulf Cooperation Council, confirmed the 

council's support for the legitimate government, stressing the need for the implementation and 

response of both parties to the Riyadh Agreement and the KSA’s efforts to implement it. 

Washington offers a reward of millions of dollars for information on an al-Qaeda leader 

The US State Department has offered a substantial financial reward, amounting to 4 million 

dollars, to anyone who provides information on Ibrahim Ahmed Mahmoud al-Qawsi, a 

prominent leader in Al-Qaeda. 

"Danger threatens international shipping lines", the government warns of the continued control 

of the Houthis on the coasts of Hodeidah 

This came in a statement by the Minister of Information, Culture and Tourism, Muammar Al-

Laryani, quoted by the official Saba news agency after the Arab coalition thwarted a naval 

terrorist operation by the Houthis with two booby-trapped boats off the Salif port in Hodeidah. 

Sunday, July 4.  
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Houthis launch rare attack on Yemen's tense southern region 

Yemen's Houthi movement on Sunday carried out a rare missile strike on a southern region that 

has seen renewed infighting between forces allied to a military coalition led by Saudi Arabia, 

three government sources said. 

The attack on a military base in Abyan, which two of the sources said killed at least two soldiers 

and injured over 20, comes as the recognized government and a separatist group both mass 

fighters in the area while Riyadh moves to ease tensions. (https://www.reuters.com )  

The Exchangers Association in Aden approves new measures, and Parliament is 

questioning the government 

On Sunday, the Money Exchange Association in the temporary capital, Aden, approved new 

measures to hinder the currency's collapse and regulate money transfers and bank account 

balances, in conjunction with an interrogation submitted by MPs to the government about the 

state's monetary policy. 

Masam: Cleared more than 2,000 mines and unexploded ordnance last week.  

The Sam Project for Demining in Yemen announced that the project teams removed 2008 mines, 

unexploded ordnance and explosive devices. 

Latest updates on Al-Bayda battles in the last 24 hours 

A military source informed "Sputnik" that the National Army, with the support of tribes, carried 

out a broad advance in the Hamiqan area in the Al-Zahir district, west of Al-Bayda. 

Yemeni riyal drops as Houthis renew ban on new banknotes 

Yemen’s currency reached a new low after the Houthis renewed its ban on banknotes printed by 

the Yemeni government and banned people from moving cash from government-controlled 

areas to their territories, Yemeni officials and economists said. 

Local currency dealers said the Yemeni riyal traded at 940 against the US dollar in the black 

market on Thursday compared to 930 last week, shortly after the Houthi-controlled Central Bank 

in Sanaa circulated an order that warned people against using new money that looks like the old 

banknotes available in their territories. 

To evade the Houthi ban and address the shortage of cash in the market, the Aden-based Central 

Bank of Yemen has recently pumped into the market billions of large 1,000-riyal banknotes 

similar to the banknotes used by the Houthis. 

Abyan: Casualties in an attack on an army camp 

Military sources said that an airstrike targeted a mosque in the headquarters of the Fifth Infantry 

Brigade in the Mudiyah district, killing two soldiers and wounding 20 others while performing 

the noon prayer. 

The Yemeni Ministry of Health: The number of confirmed cases of corona infection reached 

6,929, including 1,361 deaths, 4,104 recoveries.  

Washington intends to train Yemeni forces, and "legitimacy" welcomes the decision  

The United States revealed its intention to assist the Yemeni government with military experts, 

including officers who contribute to training Yemeni forces and building the army's capabilities. 
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In addition, the US continues the support to combat terrorism and child recruitment and prevent 

weapons from reaching the Houthis. 

This information came in a report of the State Department on combating human trafficking for 

the year 2021. In addition, the recent report states that the United States will use the 

“International Military Education and Training” funding program (from the Pentagon) to build 

the capabilities of the Yemeni army, focusing on those courses on the professionalization of the 

military and the strengthening of the rule of law within the Yemeni armed forces. 

Al-Jawf authorities accuse the United Nations of spreading false information about the 

IDPS and demand an international investigation 

In statements, Abdullah Al-Hashidi, the governorate’s deputy, said that the committee was 

surprised by a report from the OCHA that monitors one million and 255,000 displaced persons 

to Houthi-controlled areas in Al-Jawf, coming from Saada, Amran and Marib. 

Al-Jawf Relief Committee accuses the UN of providing ‘cash aid’ to Houthi fighters 

This came in the statement of the Undersecretary of Al-Jawf Governorate, Head of the Relief 

Committee, Abdullah Al-Hashidi, in a press conference, to clarify what was included in the 

report of the office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs ‘OCHA’ and the High 

Commissioner for Refugees in the governorate. 

Aaron, the UK ambassador to Yemen, discusses with a Yemeni official restoring stability 

to Hodeidah and solving the problem of the Safer Tanker  

On Twitter, Aaron said that he discussed with the first deputy governor of Hudaydah Walid al-

Qadimi how to restore stability to Hudaydah. 

The Houthis meet the head of the Red Cross and announce their readiness for an exchange 

deal that includes all prisoners 

In our meeting with the President of the International Committee of the Red Cross, Peter Maurer, 

we assured him of our full readiness to conduct a comprehensive exchange deal that includes all 

prisoners," said the head of the group's prisoners' committee, Abdul Qader Al-Murtada, on 

Twitter. 

 م 2021يوليو   5األثنين 

UN raises alarm over Yemeni children’s education amid conflict 

The United Nations has warned that Yemeni children’s education and futures were threatened 

by the continuing war in the Middle Eastern country. 

In a report titled Education Disrupted: Impact of the conflict on children’s education in Yemen, 

UNICEF said on Monday more than two million children were not in school because of the 

years-long conflict and extreme poverty. 

The army and the resistance forces liberate the Al-Zahir district in Al-Bayda 

The spokesman for the resistance forces in the Hamiqan area, Amer Al-Humayqani, said, on 

Twitter, that the army and resistance forces had taken control of the entire district of Al-Zahir, 

and advanced towards the city of Al-Bayda. 

UNICEF: 6 million children are at risk of being deprived of education 
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The United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) announced on Monday that more than 6 million 

children in Yemen are at risk of being deprived of education, with the conflict continuing for 

more than six years in the Arab country. 

UNICEF warns: The number of children facing education disruption in Yemen could rise 

to 6 million.  

Two-thirds of teaching workforce – over 170,000 teachers– have not received regular salary for 

four years. (https://www.unicef.org/press-releases)  

Yemen welcomes Washington's decision to re-deal with the army and build its capabilities.  

The Yemeni Ministry of Defense: Our forces have recaptured the districts of Al-Zahir and Al-

Somaa in Al-Bayda Governorate from the grip of the Houthis.  

Houthi media: The coalition launched 13 raids on sites in Marib and Al-Bayda governorates, 

northeast of Yemen.  

UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres names Swedish diplomat Hans Grundberg a new UN 

envoy to Yemen.  

COVID 19 Yemen: No new cases of corona and one death were recorded.  

A UN plane carrying 10 tons of children's vaccines arrives in Sana'a 

Taha Al-Aqari, Director of the Vaccines Department of the Immunization Program in the 

Ministry of Health of the Houthi unrecognized government, said that the shipment includes one 

million doses of the measles vaccine, 250,000 doses of the injection paralysis vaccine, as well 

as 605,400 doses of the pneumococcal vaccine. 

Tuesady, July 6.  

Replacing 160,000 employees with loyalists, the Houthis plans to carry out the largest job 

layoff 

The Houthis is preparing to lay off 160,000 civil servants under the pretext of referring them to 

retirement, in the largest layoff the country has witnessed, in advance of replacing them with 

loyalists to the group. 

The Ministry of Health announces two new cases of infection with the Coronavirus in Yemen. 

Houthi spokesman: We discussed with the Red Cross the prisoner swap deal 

Muhammad Abdul Salam, the official spokesman for the Houthis, said that he discussed in the 

Omani capital, Muscat, with the President of the International Committee of the Red Cross, 

Peter Maurer, ways to complete the prisoner swap. 

A Houthi court decides to execute 5 Yemenis for collaborating with Britain 

On Tuesday, a Houthi-controlled court sentenced five Yemenis to death, five months after their 

trial on charges of collaborating with Britain. 

Saudi-Omani talks at the highest level next week in Riyadh to discuss the Yemeni issue 

The German News Agency (DPA) revealed an official visit by the Sultan of Oman, Haitham bin 

Tariq, to Saudi Arabia next week, on an official visit to the Kingdom.  

French Ambassador to Yemen: The Houthis reject peace initiatives and obstruct 

humanitarian work in the country 

https://www.unicef.org/press-releases


Monthly Report- July                                                                   News Diary 
 

28 
 

The French Ambassador to Yemen, Jean-Marie Safa, said today that the Houthis are the group 

that rejects peace initiatives in Yemen. 

Saudi deputy defense minister discusses Yemen, Horn of Africa with top US officials. 

Saudi Arabia’s Deputy Defense Minister Prince Khalid Bin Salman has met with US National 

Security Council's coordinator for the Middle East and North Africa Brett McGurk and US 

Special Envoy for Yemen Tim Lenderking. 

In a series of tweets on Wednesday, Prince Khalid said that in his meeting with Lenderking he 

affirmed the Kingdom’s continued support for the Yemeni people and their legitimate 

government. 

He also discussed with the US envoy the latest efforts to reach a political resolution to the 

conflict that will achieve stability and security in Yemen. 

The STC incites against the legitimate government in the eastern governorates, describing 

it as an "occupation" state 

The head of the STC, Aidarous Al-Zubaidi, incited against the legitimate government in the 

governorates of Shabwa, Hadramout and Al-Mahra and described its presence in those 

governorates as an occupation, in the latest escalation against the government.  

With the army and resistance approaching the outskirts of the provincial capital, a source in the 

Central Bank of Yemen in Al-Bayda confirms that the Houthi militia withdrew the money in 

the branch and transferred it to Sanaa 

Wesdnesday, July 7 

The Security Committee in Shabwa, Yemen: The UAE-backed STC plans to spread chaos and 

target the governorate's security. 

Houthi media: Arab Coalition warplanes launched four raids on our sites in Dhi Naem district 

in Al-Bayda governorate.  

‘It’s for the service of the homeland’: The Houthis’ sexual violence and prostitution rings 

in Yemen. 

Houthis are mutilating sex organs of female detainees to deter opposition, claims Noura Al 

Jerwi, a rights activist working with the survivors.  

The Independent released a report on the Houthis violations and crimes against women in 

Yemen.  

Red Cross spokesman: The committee did not supervise any agreement to open the Al-

Dhalea road, and the president of the committee discussed this during his visit to Yemen 

and the Sultanate of Oman 

The official spokesman for the International Committee of the Red Cross in Yemen, Bashir 

Omar, denied the reports that the International Committee supervised an agreement to reopen 

the road linking Sana'a and Aden and cut off in Al-Dhalea governorate. Instead, Omar said that 

the visit of the president of the committee was to inspect some sponsored projects in some 

governorates. 
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The International Organization for Migration (IOM): the displacement of 181 families 

during the past week 

In its weekly report on displacement cases, the organization stated that between last June 27 and 

July 3 this year, the IOM's Displacement Matrix tracked in Yemen 181 families (1,086 

individuals) who were displaced at least once. 

The Ministry of Health announces one death and three new infections with the Coronavirus in 

Yemen. 

The STC pledges to establish what he called ‘the state of the south’ and threatens to 

escalate in Shabwa, Al-Mahra and Hadramout 

Aidarous Al-Zubaidi, head of the UAE-backed STC, pledged self-determination and 

establishing what he called the "independent state of the south". 

HRW: Health Workers Abandoned in Yemen’s Covid-19 Fight 

Houthi Authorities Still Hinder Vaccination of Medical Staff 

Health workers in Houthi-controlled areas in Yemen have recently reported that they face 

significant barriers to obtaining vaccines, and existing vaccines may expire before they are used. 

By failing to take all available measures to address the Covid-19 pandemic, Houthi authorities 

are subjecting the country’s medical workers to unnecessary risk, which could further devastate 

the country’s healthcare system. (https://www.hrw.org/news) . 

The National Army and the people’s resistance approach the capital of Al-Bayda and 

liberate strategic positions 

On Wednesday, the National Army and the people’s resistance announced the control of 

strategic military sites in Al-Bayda Governorate (central Yemen).  

The US extends Temporary Protected Status for Yemeni immigrants 

The US government on Tuesday extended Yemeni eligibility for a humanitarian program that 

grants deportation relief and work permits to immigrants already in the United States who cannot 

safely return to their home countries. 

Houthi media: Coalition warplanes launched several raids on sites in Al-Bayda.  

The government calls on the World Bank to activate the central bank and Aden refineries 

The Yemeni government called on the World Bank and the International Finance Corporation 

to provide the necessary support for it in the policies of reforms and activating the work of 

institutions, particularly the Central Bank of Yemen, Aden Refineries, and others. 

This came during a session of high-level official talks held on Wednesday between the 

government, the World Bank and the International Finance Corporation, chaired by Prime 

Minister Maeen Abdulmalik, and World Bank Vice President for the Middle East and North 

Africa Farid Belhaj. 

Lenderking discusses with a UN official the deterioration of the humanitarian crisis in 

Yemen 

On Wednesday, the US envoy to Yemen, Timothy Lenderking, discussed the humanitarian 

developments in the country with the United Nations Humanitarian Coordinator, William 

Gresley. 

https://www.hrw.org/news
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Families of Guantanamo detainees are calling on the government to take action to release 

their children from UAE prisons 

The families of the former Yemeni detainees in the Guantanamo prison appealed to the Yemeni 

Foreign Ministry to release their children held by the UAE in its prisons for six years. 

Thursday, July 8  

Houthi media: The coalition launched eight raids on sites in the governorates of Al-Bayda, 

Marib and Saada in Yemen.  

The US Embassy in Yemen: The escalatory rhetoric and actions in the southern governorates of 

Yemen must end.  

US Embassy in Yemen: We urge the parties to return to the dialogue focused on implementing 

the Riyadh Agreement. 

Tensions between Saudi forces and the STC forces in Socotra 

According to a local source, the Socotra archipelago is witnessing security tension between the 

Saudi forces and the forces of the so-called STC, backed by the UAE.  

The US embassy in Yemen calls on the Houthis to stop the war and enter negotiations 

immediately. 

Washington: Yemen's displaced are experiencing great hardship, and al-Houthi must 

accept an immediate ceasefire 

The US embassy in Yemen said that the displaced Yemenis suffer from great difficulties and 

dangers, especially as the Houthis insist on escalation and reject the initiatives. 

The Ministry of Health announces one death and two new infections with the Coronavirus in 

Yemen. 

The dollar is approaching 1000 riyals, the latest exchange rate updates 

Aden  

USD 1 = YR970 

Sanaa 

USD 1 = YR598 

Friday, July 9 

Oxfam: More than half of Yemen's population is at risk of food insecurity this year 

The organization said in a report entitled " The hunger virus multiplies: deadly recipe of conflict, 

Covid-19 and climate accelerate world hunger", which was published today on its website, 

"More than half of the population of Yemen is expected to face levels of food insecurity or 

worse this year 2021." ". 

Houthi media: coalition warplanes launched 18 raids on sites in Marib and Al-Bayda 

governorates.  

The internationally recognized Yemeni government: The Al-Najm Al-Thaqib “the Piercing 

Star” military operation continues until the liberation of the whole governorate of Al-Bayda.  

The Ministry of Health announces one death and four new infections with the Coronavirus in 

Yemen. 
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The Journalists Syndicate documents 36 media violations in six months 

The Syndicate said, in a semi-annual report, on the media freedoms in Yemen, that it had 

recorded 36 cases of violations since the beginning of this year until the end of last June, 

affecting journalists, photographers and media institutions. 

The UK and France call on the STC to stop provocative measures and implement the 

Riyadh Agreement 

On Friday, the United Kingdom and France condemned the recent escalation of the UAE-backed 

STC in southern Yemen. 

Saturday, July 10 

Muscat denies the existence of an Omani initiative to end the war in Yemen 

On Saturday, the Sultanate of Oman renewed its support for the Saudi initiative to end the war 

in Yemen, which has entered its seventh year. 

The Ministry of Health announces a new infection case with the Coronavirus in Yemen. 

Houthi ‘Parliament’ Strips Status of 39 Legitimate MPs. 

International Organization for Migration: Migrants live in miserable conditions in Ma'rib 

Governorate. 

Increasing the number of hours of power cuts in Aden and fears of a total outage 

Houthi media: 20 fighters of the Houthis, including military leaders, were killed in clashes with 

government forces 

Sunday, July 11 

Roundup: Local currency hits unprecedented low in war-ravaged Yemen 

The Yemeni national currency on Sunday slipped to an unprecedented low in the country's 

southern port city of Aden and other major cities controlled by the internationally-recognized 

government. 

For the first time in the country's history, the collapse of the national currency slipped to a new 

low of 1,000 Yemeni riyals per one US dollar in Aden and other provinces controlled by the 

government backed by Saudi Arabia, according to bankers. 

The Yemeni riyal recorded a similar unprecedented decline against all other foreign currencies. 

Spokesman for the Aden Money Exchange Association, Subhi Bagfar, told Xinhua that "the 

current decline of the national currency comes as a result of the insufficient availability of 

foreign currency and the insane increase in demand for it." 

In the street markets in Aden, where the government is officially based, one US dollar was traded 

for 790 riyals earlier this year, up from 215 riyals compared with the rate before the war's 

eruption in 2015. 

The sharp decline in the Yemeni currency's value started to severely affect the people who are 

already coping with the deteriorated situation caused by the years-long war. 

Aden records today the largest collapse in the history of the Yemeni currency 

The exchange rates in Aden recorded the largest decline this evening, against the basket of 

foreign currencies. The value of one dollar reached 1007 riyals for purchase and 996 for sale. 
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UN program: Millions of Yemenis cannot buy enough food for themselves 

On Sunday, the World Food Program said that millions of Yemenis could not buy enough food 

due to a war that has entered its seventh year. 

1,863 mines were recovered during the first week of July 

During the first week of July, the Sam Project for Demining in Yemen announced that the project 

teams removed1863 mines, unexploded ordnance and an explosive device. 

The Ministry of Health announces seven new cases with the Coronavirus in Yemen. 

The ministerial meeting of the Regional Authority for the Conservation of the Environment of 

the Red Sea and Gulf of Aden (PERSGA) discussed, in its 19th session, through video 

conference, a draft decision to reduce the environmental risks of the oil tanker Safer. 

Monday, July 12 

Saudi Arabia and Oman affirm the continuation of efforts to end the Yemen conflict politically, 

according to the three references.  

A Saudi-Omani statement confirms the continuation of efforts to find a comprehensive solution 

to the Yemeni crisis 

Today, Monday, a Saudi-Omani statement affirmed the congruence of the two countries' views 

on continuing their efforts to find a political solution to the Yemen conflict.  

The Ministry of Health announces four new cases of infection and one death with the 

Coronavirus in Yemen. 

Health authorities in Taiz governorate recorded more than 4 thousand cases of malaria 

The STC regrets the USA, UK, and France threats and considers its escalation  as “freedom of 

expression.” 

The STC criticized recent international statements condemning the escalation in the cities of 

southern Yemen and considered the steps it took in the governorates of Shabwa and Hadramout, 

as falling within the "freedom of expression" 

Tuesday, July 13 

Revealed: UK troops ‘secretly operating in Yemen’ 

Britain has a secret detachment of up to 30 troops in Yemen, where they are training Saudi forces 

amid the world’s worst humanitarian catastrophe, Declassified has discovered. 

(https://www.dailymaverick.co.za/article).   

Yemen: Military intercepts Houthi drone in Al-Somaa district, Al-Bayda Governorate. 

The European Union affirms its support for the Yemeni government and the creation of 

conditions for a just peace 

The European Union affirmed its readiness to continue creating conditions for achieving a just 

and lasting peace in Yemen that preserves Yemen's unity, security and stability. 

This came in the meeting of the Deputy Ambassador of the European Union and its charge 

d'affaires to our country, Marion Lalis, during her meeting with the Speaker of the Shura Council 

Ahmed Obaid bin Daghr, at the government residence in the Saudi capital, Riyadh. 

The Economic Council" approves measures to stop the deterioration of the national currency.  

https://www.dailymaverick.co.za/article
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The Yemeni Foreign Ministry said that the Houthi group "is using the Safer oil tank for the 

purpose of political blackmail and to threaten the world and the region with a catastrophe with 

ominous consequences." 

The government team in the Riyadh Agreement accuses the STC of disavowing, continuing to 

escalate and exacerbating the situation 

International Organization for Migration: 32,000 migrants stranded in Yemen 

The organization said on Twitter that migrants suffer from limited access to basic services, such 

as: shelter, food, water, and health care, due to the conditions of the five-year war. 

UN: Guterres informs Security Council of selection of new envoy to Yemen 

Secretary-General Antonio Guterres has announced the selection of Swedish diplomat Hans 

Grundberg to serve as special envoy to Yemen, succeeding Britain’s Martin Griffiths, who has 

completed his duties at the end of last June. 

Lenderking discusses with an Emirati official the importance of implementing the Riyadh 

Agreement 

On Tuesday, the US envoy to Yemen, Timothy Lenderking, held talks with the diplomatic 

advisor to the President of the UAE, Anwar Gargash, who is visiting the United States, about 

the current situation and developments in Yemen. 

National Army forces control the center of the Al-Rahba district, south of Marib 

Wednesday, July 14  

Record currency crash poses new dilemma for war-torn Yemen 

Even Yemen’s exchange rate is split. The rate for the new notes in Aden hit 1,000 riyals to the 

dollar this week. In Houthi-held Sana’a, the rate was about 600. 

ADEN – Yemen’s currency, the riyal, has sunk to historic lows in recent days, in a new threat 

to the war-torn country which is already on the brink of famine. 

In the government-controlled southern capital of Aden, the dollar is trading at more than 1,000 

riyal, the highest rate since the war began in 2014, when Iran-backed Houthi militias seized the 

northern capital of Sana’a. 

Security Council Extends Mandate of United Nations Mission to Support Hudaydah 

Agreement, Unanimously Adopting Resolution 2586 (2021) 

The Security Council decided today to extend, until July 15 2022, the mandate of the United 

Nations Mission to support the Hudaydah Agreement (UNMHA) established on January 16 

2019 following intra-Yemeni peace consultations held in Stockholm, Sweden. 

Unanimously adopting resolution 2586 (2021), the Council further decided that the Mission will 

oversee the governate-wide ceasefire, redeployment of forces and mine action operations, and 

monitor ceasefire compliance in the Red Sea ports of Hudaydah, Salif and Ras Issa.  The text 

was tabled by the United Kingdom. (https://www.un.org/press/en)  

The Governor of Marib calls on the United Nations to intensify its interventions and to 

secure the needs of the displaced 

https://www.un.org/press/en
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The Governor of Marib, Sultan Al-Arada, discussed, with the Deputy Resident Coordinator of 

the United Nations for Humanitarian Affairs in Yemen, Diego Zorrilla the latest updates on the 

humanitarian and relief situation of the displaced people in Marib, and ways to enhance 

cooperation in providing relief, shelter and securing their needs. 

New US sanctions target an international network linked to the Houthis 

In press briefing today, US State Department spokesman Ned Price said that his country had 

imposed sanctions on Iran and a network connected to the Houthis due to human rights 

violations," without further details. 

Yemeni Foreign Ministry: Kuwait's role in supporting peace in Yemen is not new 

The Minister of Foreign Affairs and Expatriates Affairs, Ahmed Awad bin Mubarak, praised 

Kuwait's role in supporting Yemen, saying that the Yemeni people appreciate its support for the 

development process and the provision of relief and humanitarian assistance. 

The Ministry of Health announces the total cases of infections with the Coronavirus in Yemen 

is 6,967 cases, after three new cases were recorded. 

The National Army forces downed two Houthi drones on the Al-Kasara and Rahba fronts in 

Marib. 

A government source: The UAE refuses to leave the Balhaf facility in Shabwa 

A government source said that the UAE refuses to leave the facility and port of Balhaf to export 

liquefied gas in the oil province of Shabwa. 

Egypt announces medical aid and new scholarships for Yemenis 

The Egyptian Ambassador to Yemen, Ahmed Farouk, said that his country will provide medical 

aid to the Yemeni people, including medical equipment, in addition to new scholarships for 

Yemenis. 

The STC committed dozens of violations in Aden last June 

SAM Organization for Rights and Freedoms revealed dozens of violations against civilians in 

Aden, which is under the control of the UAE-backed STC forces last month, the majority of 

them are politically and revenge motivated. 

Thursday, July 15 

Unidentified shooters assassinate a preacher in Lahj 

Today, Thursday, unknown gunmen assassinated a preacher while he was on his way to his 

home in Al-Habileen, Lahaj governorate. 

The Yemeni Foreign Ministry calls for a European approach to help solve the Yemeni 

crisis 

The Yemeni Foreign Ministry called on the European Union to establish a new approach to the 

Yemeni crisis, in which the EU contributes to resolving the crisis. 

This came in statements by the Minister of Foreign Affairs and Expatriates Affairs, Ahmed 

Awad bin Mubarak, to the "EU Observer" newspaper. 

After preventing supplies from reaching the Al-Bayda fronts which caused the army to 

withdraw, a “Saudi-Emirati” meeting reviews the military operations in Yemen 
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The Saudi Deputy General Staff, Commander-in-Chief of the Joint Forces, Lieutenant-General 

Mutlaq bin Salem Al-Azima, met at the headquarters of the Joint Forces Command in Riyadh, 

the commander of the UAE joint operations, Major General Saleh bin Muhammad Al-Amiri. 

Two kidnappings during the past 48 hours, gunmen kidnapped a Turkish bus driver and 

a doctor north of Aden 

Unidentified gunmen carried out two separate kidnappings targeting a Yemeni doctor and 

another person of Turkish nationality who works as a driver in a transport company during the 

48 hours in the Mansoura district, north of the temporary capital in the south of the country. 

Yemen calls for a new European approach to resolving the crisis 

Yemeni Foreign Minister Ahmed Awad bin Mubarak called for a new European “approach” to 

help solve the Yemeni crisis by supporting the country’s government politically and 

economically . 

Record currency crash poses a new dilemma for war-torn Yemen 

Yemen’s currency, the riyal, has sunk to historic lows in recent days, in a new threat to the war-

torn country, which is already on the brink of famine. 

Prices soar as Yemen's rival central banks tussle away from the battlefield 

ADEN, Yemen, July 14 (Reuters) - Yemeni security guard Riyad Qassem is struggling to feed 

his family in the southern port city of Aden, where the price of the staple 'rooti' loaf of bread has 

soared 50% in a month and its portion halved in size. 

Rajeh Badi, the government spokesman: Renewing the mandate of the “Hudaydah Agreement” 

mission team is an extension of the failure.  

Yemen Approves New UN Envoy 

The Yemeni government approved the new UN envoy to Yemen, Swedish diplomat Hans 

Grundberg, to succeed Martin Griffiths, who spent three years without achieving a real 

breakthrough to the country’s crisis. 

Foreign Minister Ahmed Awad bin Mubarak told Asharq Al-Awsat that the legitimate Yemeni 

government informed UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres of its approval. 

Bin Mubarak explained that the Sec-Gen would discuss the candidate with the Security Council's 

five permanent members and then issue a decision. 

Friday, July 16 

The Ministry of Health announces five new cases of coronavirus in Yemen. 

WHO: Half of Yemen's children are at risk of severe malnutrition 

In Twitter, the organization said that food insecurity and acute malnutrition are a source of grave 

concern in Yemen. 

Germany stresses the need to implement the Riyadh Agreement and stop Houthi attacks on 

Marib 

Christian Bock's German Foreign Ministry Commissioner for Near and Middle East Affairs 

affirmed his country's support for the Riyadh Agreement signed between the Yemeni 

government and the STC. 
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The Minister of Water and Environment: The Houthis' continued manipulation of the 

Safer Tanker file is leading the world to an environmental disaster 

Saba news agency quoted the Minister of Water and Environment, Tawfiq Al-Sharjabi, as saying 

that the Houthis' repeated rejection of the UN proposals confirms its exploitation of the tanker 

as a political blackmail, without regard for the serious environmental and humanitarian 

consequences of the disaster that would directly affect more than 7 million Yemenis, at least. 

Not to mention the profound impacts on the region's ecosystem, health, and economics that 

would extend for decades. 

The Prime Minister calls on the new UN envoy to avoid the policy of "appeasement of the 

Houthis".  

Saturday, July 17  

The US envoy discusses with a number of Yemeni experts the economic situation in the 

country 

The US State Department stated on Twitter that "Lenderking discussed with Yemeni experts the 

importance of prioritizing economic issues as a central component of peace efforts in Yemen." 

The Houthis extend the presidency of Mahdi Al-Mashat for the next three terms 

The Houthis' "Saba" agency stated that the group's Supreme Political Council approved, in a 

meeting, extending the term of Al-Mashat's presidency for the next three terms, according to the 

council's internal regulations. 

 Sunday, July 18 

Yemen to get more COVID-19 vaccines by end of month - health ministry 

 Yemen expects to get a second batch of COVID-19 shots by the end of this month through the 

COVAX global vaccine-sharing scheme, the health ministry said on Sunday.( 

https://www.reuters.com/)  
The government accuses The Houthis of obstructing the implementation of the Stockholm 

Agreement on prisoners and abductees swap deal 

Muammar Al-Eryani, the Minister of Information, Culture and Tourism, , said, in statements 

that the Houthi group continues to obstruct the implementation of the agreement without any 

regard for humanitarian considerations, and the deterioration of the health of hundreds of 

abductees due to the miserable conditions of their detention in their illegal detention centers, 

and the suffering of their families. 

An international organization: Nearly two million displaced children in Yemen are deprived of 

basic services 

The British-based “Save the Children” organization said that nearly two million children in 

Yemen are deprived of basic services. In addition, the organization stated that one million and 

700 thousand displaced children in Yemen are cut off from basic services, including half a 

million of them who do not have access to formal education. 

The UN Secretary-General António GuterresGuterres: Five civilians are killed every day in 

Yemen, and five million more are at risk of starvation. In a speech to the UN Security Council, 

https://www.reuters.com/
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Guterres added that at least five civilians are killed or injured every day in Yemen due to the 

ongoing conflict. 

The Omani Foreign Ministry affirms its support for efforts to bring peace to Yemen 

Al-Busaidi said that his country "is concerned about the deteriorating situation in Yemen, and 

supports all efforts and endeavors to bring peace to this neighboring country." 

This came in statements made by the Omani Foreign Minister, Badr bin Hamad al-Busaidi, to 

the Saudi newspaper, Okaz. 

Masam: Cleared 1,581 mines and unexploded ordnance within a week 

The Sam Project for Demining in Yemen announced that the project teams removed 1,581 

mines, unexploded ordnance and an explosive device in the second week of July. 

The Yemeni prime minister warns of a ‘complete collapse’ of the country's economy 

In a meeting of the Council of Ministers, Abdul-Malik commented on the measures taken by the 

Supreme Economic Council to confront the collapse of the local currency, and the coordination 

to support the efforts of the Central Bank in controlling exchange rates, violating exchange 

outlets, limiting speculation, and enhancing public revenues. 

Al-Arada meets with an international team and calls for documenting the monuments of Marib, 

as it is one of the human civilizations at the international level 

The Governor of Marib Governorate, Sultan Al-Arada, called on the UNESCO delegation 

visiting the governorate, to register the archaeological sites in Marib Governorate on the World 

Heritage List. 

“Ben Brik” issues a fatwa to kill everyone who opposes the “secession” project and calls on its 

supporters to stand up 

Recent tweets by the deputy of the DTC, Hani bin Brik, provoked a wide range of Yemenis, 

politicians and clerics after he issued a fatwa to kill the members of the national army and all 

Yemenis who reject the secession project. 

The Ministry of Transport reveals the sinking of an oil tanker in the port of Aden and issues 

several directives to avoid the "disaster" 

A document issued by the Ministry of Transport revealed that an oil ship belonging to the 

"Overseas Company" sank in the dumping area in the port of Aden. 

Monday, July 19  

The Houthis issued a circular imposing a specific method of haircutting in Sanaa 

A document circulated by activists on social media showed directives from the group's 

authorities to barbershops in Sana'a, banning haircuts that it called "contrary to the faith 

identity." 

The army announces the downing of a Houthi drone in Marib 

The Media Center of the Armed Forces said that the defenses of the National Army managed to 

shoot down a Houthi drone in the Al-Musherif front in the Al-Rahba district, while it was trying 

to target army positions in the area. 
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The commander of the Fourth Brigade Presidential Protection, Mahran Al- Qubati, was 

subjected to an assassination attempt in Shabwa 

Pegasus leaks reveal UAE wiretapping of Yemeni officials, including Al-Mikhlafi, Bin Daghr, 

Al-Yadoumi and Houthi leaders.  

Tuesday, July 20 

The operating company denies an oil leak, the government directed to assess and fix the damage 

of a shipwreck off the shores of Aden 

The Yemeni government directed the concerned authorities to assess and fix the pollution 

damage caused by the sinking of a dilapidated ship off the coast of Al-Buraiqah in the interim 

capital, Aden (southern of the country). 

US Central Command: National Guard fighters arrived last week at Prince Sultan base in Saudi 

Arabia. 

The Ministry of Health announces five new infections with the Coronavirus in Yemen. 

In Eid greetings, the US envoy: Unparalleled international consensus to end the conflict in 

Yemen 

On Tuesday, the US envoy to Yemen, Lenderking, said that there is an unparalleled international 

consensus to end the conflict in Yemen, expressing his hope that this will contribute to reaching 

a permanent ceasefire inside the country. 

Wesdnesday, July 21 

Yemen currency devalues to historic lows, exacerbating hunger needs, warns IRC 

The International Rescue Committee is concerned about the rapidly growing level of 

humanitarian needs in Yemen, as the exchange rate falls to 1,000 YER per 1 USD in the south 

of the country for the first time. The devaluation is rendering it impossible for ordinary citizens 

to afford basic necessities, including food. 

Foreign currency shortages are driving rapid food price increases in a country that imports 90% 

of its food supply.  A May 2021 analysis (1) shows “the cost of the minimum food basket was 

20% higher than the already significantly above-average levels recorded at the beginning of 

January 2021”. The purchasing power of ordinary households continues to decline month by 

month as wages remain stagnant.  (https://www.rescue.org/press-release)   

Qatar emir directs the allocation of $100 mln to support food security in Yemen -agency 

Thursday, July 22 

Houthi media: 13 coalition raids on areas in the governorates of Al-Bayda, Saada and Ma'rib.  

Russia calls for a comprehensive dialogue to achieve reconciliation in Yemen 

This came in a statement by the Yemeni Foreign Ministry, after talks with Russian Deputy 

Foreign Minister Mikhail Bogdanov, with Yemeni President Adviser Haider Al-Attas. 

The Houthis announced the killing and capturing of Sudanese soldiers near the Saudi border 

The Houthis' ‘Saba’ news agency reported that they carried out an offensive operation on the 

Sudanese army's positions in the Al-Madafin and Al-Malahit axes, off Jabal Al-Dud in the Jizan 

axis. 

https://www.rescue.org/press-release
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The Houthis: We dealt a severe blow to the government forces in Al-Bayda 

An international committee warns of a high rate of starvation in Yemen with the deterioration 

of the currency 

The International Rescue Committee (IRC) called on the warring parties in Yemen to work to 

secure a nationwide ceasefire and facilitate humanitarian access. 

In a statement, the Committee expressed its concern about the increasing level of humanitarian 

needs in Yemen, in light of the devaluation of the currency, and the loss of the riyal nearly a 

third of its value. 

Friday, July 23 

Flash floods cause the death of 7 citizens in Al-Mahra and Shabwa. 

Washington and London intensify their efforts to stem the humanitarian crisis in Yemen 

The US State Department said, on Friday, in a press briefing, that the US envoy to Yemen, 

Lenderking, discussed with the Executive Director of the United Nations World Food Program, 

David Beasley, ways of additional humanitarian funding to Yemen. 

The US and Qatar stress the importance of regional consensus to solve the Yemen crisis 

The US State Department said, in a press briefing posted on its Twitter account on Friday, that 

the US envoy to Yemen, Timothy Lenderking, met with Qatari Foreign Minister Mohammed 

bin Abdulrahman Al Thani. 

Blinken meets with Qatari leader, who pledges to help US in Afghanistan, Lebanon, and Yemen 

Yemeni officials: Nonseasonal floods kill 14 in south, east 

Statement by WFP Executive Director on Qatari funding for humanitarian operations in Yemen 

Yemeni army repels Houthi attacks on two governates 

Houthi ballistic target a school south of Ma’rib 

Houthi militia blew up the police chief’s house in Marib 

The Ministry of Health announces two cases of Coronavirus in Yemen . 

U.K. to redirect coronavirus vaccine supplies to Yemen 

Washington: An Unprecedented International Consensus to End the Conflict in Yemen 

A UAE-backed force arrests leaders of the anti-Houthi resistance 

A source in the resistance stated that a force affiliated with the ‘security belt’ of the STC, backed 

by Abu Dhabi, arrested the leaders of the resistance in the Al-Zahir district (south of the city of 

Al-Bayda), while they were returning from the temporary capital, Aden, in the south. 

USAID: Adding 3 million Yemenis to the list of aid recipients 

The US said that relief organizations operating in Yemen had expanded the lists of beneficiaries 

of monthly food aid to include another three million people in Houthi-controlled areas. It 

increased the number of beneficiaries from 8 million people per month to 11 million people due 

to increased donor funding for the humanitarian action plan for the current year. 

Saturday, July 24 

Yemen participates in the Tokyo Olympics 2020 



Monthly Report- July                                                                   News Diary 
 

40 
 

The Republic of Yemen is participating in the Summer Olympics (Tokyo 2020), which will be 

held from July 23 to August 8, 2021 in the Japanese capital, Tokyo. 

Diplomatic sources: China delays announcing the appointment of "Ground Berg" as UN envoy 

to Yemen. 

The Ministry of Health announces 5 new infections and one death from the Coronavirus in 

Yemen. 

American Center for Justice (ACJ): The UAE has decided to hand over 18 former Yemeni 

detainees at Guantanamo Bay, which the UAE was holding in its prisons, to the Yemeni 

government. 

Coalition: Saudi air defences intercept and destroy three drones launched by the Houthis towards 

the southern region 

The coalition: Saudi defences intercept and destroy a ballistic missile launched by the Houthis 

towards Jazan, in the south of the Kingdom 

Saudi media: interception and destruction of a booby-trapped march launched by the Houthis 

towards Khamis Mushait 

The Houthis target a residential neighborhood in the city of Ma'rib with a booby-trapped plane 

Eyewitnesses said that a booby-trapped plane came from the east of the city and at a low altitude, 

exploded in the Ma'rib Dam junction area on the southern side of the city. 

Lahj, STC forces released the leaders of the al- Bayda resistance detained yesterday.  

Human Rights Network: More than 4,000 violations affected the health sector in Yemen 

According to the report issued by the Yemeni Network for Rights and Freedoms on crimes and 

violations that affected health facilities and sectors in 15 Yemeni governorates: Sana’a, Amran, 

Hajjah, Saada, Ma’rib, Al Jawf, Al Mahwit, Al Bayda, Dhamar, Ibb, Raymah, Taiz, Al 

Hudaydah, Lahj, and Sanaa. The Network documented 4,121 violations that affected health 

facilities, hospitals and health workers during the period from May 2017 to May 2021. 

The fourth one within hours, interception of a Houthi drone in southern Saudi Arabia 

The Saudi-led Arab coalition announced the interception and destruction of a drone launched 

by the Houthi militia towards Saudi territory, the fourth within hours. 

369 mines were cleared within a week, extending the work of the Masam project in Yemen for 

a year 

On Saturday, the King Salman Humanitarian Aid and Relief Center announced the extension of 

the Masam project to clear mines in Yemen for one year, at a cost of 33 million and 595 thousand 

dollars, for the fourth year in a row. 

On Saturday evening, the Houthi rebels took control of the Nata district in Al-Bayda governorate 

without a confrontation after the government forces withdrew from it, according to a 

government military source, who asked not to be named, who spoke to AFP. 

Sunday, July 25 

Military sources: Dozens of fatalities in violent confrontations between the Yemeni army and 

the Houthis, northwest of Ma'rib 
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Houthi media says that the coalition launched 20 raids on sites in Sirwah and Rahba, in the 

Yemeni governorate of Ma'rib. 

For the second time, a leader in the STC threatens to prevent government meetings in Hadramout 

Ahmed Bin Brik , the leader of the STC, said on Twitter, in a threatening tone that it is better 

for the legitimate government not to hold any meetings "in Seiyun or any southern land."  

Emirati arms shipments arrive at Al-Rayyan Airport 

Military sources revealed that an Emirati plane carrying a new shipment of weapons arrived at 

Al-Rayyan Airport in Mukalla, which Abu Dhabi turned five years ago into a military barracks 

for its forces. 

The Ministry of Health announces four cases of coronavirus in Yemen. 

The World Health Organization expects 2.25 million children in Yemen to suffer from severe 

malnutrition 

According to the World Health Organization tweet, acute malnutrition is reaching record levels, 

causing catastrophic losses to children under five. 

Clashes in the outskirts of Marib and the Houthis accuse the coalition of launching 20 raids 

The National Army website said that the government forces managed to take control of positions 

at the front during the battles. 

Announcing the killing of 200 Houthis south of Marib, the downing of 7 drones, and the 

destruction of 18 military vehicles 

On Sunday, the National Army announced that it had thwarted dozens of Houthi suicide attacks 

on its positions in the Marib and Al-Bayda governorates, inflicting heavy losses on the Houthis 

forces in equipment and lives. 

Including two female players, Yemen participates in the Tokyo Olympics with four different 

sports and five players.  

In a letter to President Hadi, Parliamentarians demand a swift dismissal of the leadership of the 

Central Bank 

Today, MPs demanded that the President of the Republic dismiss all leaders of the Central Bank 

of Yemen and replace them “urgently” with competence experts, against the background of the 

collapse of the national currency as the dollar price exceeds 1,000 riyals. 

The Council of Arab Interior Ministers issued a statement regarding the recent Houthi attacks 

against Saudi Arabia 

Today, the General Secretariat of the Council of Arab Interior Ministers condemned, in the 

strongest terms, the repeated terrorist operations carried out by the Houthis, the latest of which 

was the launch of a number of booby-trapped drones and a ballistic missile towards the southern 

region of Saudi Arabia today, which the Saudi air defence forces were able to intercept and 

destroy. 

Monday, July 26 

Arab states condemn ‘blatant’ Houthi attacks on Saudi Arabia 
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Arab countries have denounced Houthi attempts to attack Saudi Arabia’s southern region using 

a ballistic missile and three explosive-laden drones. 

The Arab coalition said that the Iran-backed militia fired a ballistic missile late Saturday toward 

Jazan that was intercepted and destroyed. 

The missile attack comes just hours after the coalition forces destroyed three armed drones 

targeting the southern region of Saudi Arabia, including one drone that was headed to Khamis 

Mushait. 

The UK ambassador Michael Aaron announces the end of his tenure as the United Kingdom's 

Ambassador to Yemen. 

The National Army announces the interception of seven drones and the killing of 200 Houthis 

in Marib.  

16 MPs asked the president to dismiss the leaders of the Central Bank and operate oil and gas 

facilities 

UNHCR on Twitter: 53% of the displaced Yemenis are children 

Saudi Arabia gave Yemeni government $422 mln worth of fuel 

The Deputy Director General of the Saudi Development and Reconstruction Program for Yemen 

in Aden, Muhammad Al-Yahya, said that the total value of oil derivatives grants provided by 

the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia to Yemen exceeds 4 billion dollars. 

The Ministry of Health announces a new death from the Coronavirus in Yemen.  

UAE Sends 6 Gitmo Detainees to Yemen Amid Concerns 

The United Arab Emirates has sent six Yemeni detainees who were first held at the US base at 

Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, and then in the Gulf Arab federation, to their home nation of Yemen, 

the families of the men and a government official said.  

The transfer comes amid concerns that the former detainees could face significant dangers at 

home in Yemen, which is largely lawless after years of civil war. The men were held in detention 

for years in the UAE without charges, their families said. (https://apnews.com/article).   

Tuesday, July 27 

US envoy back in Gulf to push Yemen truce as battles spread 

Senior US diplomats are holding talks in the Gulf region in a renewed push for a ceasefire in 

Yemen as fierce ground battles spread and the Iran-aligned Houthi group resumed cross-border 

attacks on Saudi Arabia after a brief lull over Muslim holidays. (https://www.reuters.com/)  

US condemns latest Houthi attacks on Saudi Arabia, calls for Iran-backed group to return to 

negotiations 

The US has condemned the latest Houthi attack against Saudi Arabia as the Iran-backed group 

targeting the Kingdom’s southern region with a ballistic missile and three explosive-laden 

drones. 

 

The US State Department’s Bureau of Near Eastern Affairs also called for the Houthis to cease 

its military actions and commit to a ceasefire that would end the conflict in Yemen. 

https://apnews.com/article
https://www.reuters.com/


Monthly Report- July                                                                   News Diary 
 

43 
 

UN: Houthi reports on damaged oil tanker 'disappointing' 

Yesterday, the United Nations described statements made by Houthi leader Abdul Malik Al-

Ajri regarding oil tanker FSO Safer as "disappointing", Anadolu news agency reported. 

"We have seen the recent statements from the Ansar Allah [Houthis] authorities in Sana'a on the 

Safer tanker issue, which we find disappointing," deputy spokesman for the UN Secretary-

General, Farhan Haq, told reporters. He added that in November 2020 the UN agreed with the 

Houthis on a mission plan to assess the tanker and, "if conditions are safe enough onboard, to 

do some light maintenance to help minimize the risk of an oil spill". 

Washington: The Houthis must stop destabilizing actions immediately 

On Tuesday, the US called on the Houthis to stop destabilizing actions and a comprehensive 

cease-fire throughout Yemen. 

The Emergency Committee announces a decline in coronavirous infections and stresses the 

continuation of precautionary measures 

This came during a meeting chaired by Prime Minister Dr. Moeen Abdulmalik, in which he 

reviewed a number of reports on the results of the committee work during the last stage, 

developments in the health situation and efforts to confront the pandemic. 

“The war will continue.” The British Ambassador calls on the leaders of the Yemeni parties to 

work towards achieving peace 

He said on Twitter, "My first impression is that the war will continue until Yemen's leaders act 

decisively to end it." 

US envoy back in Gulf to push Yemen truce as battles spread 

Senior US diplomats are holding talks in the Gulf region in a renewed push for a ceasefire in 

Yemen as fierce ground battles spread and the Iran-aligned Houthi group resumed cross-border 

attacks on Saudi Arabia after a brief lull over Muslim holidays. (www.reuters.com)   

For the first time since holding the only session, The Presidency of the Parliament arrives in 

Seiyun 

The Speaker of the Parliament, Sultan al-Barakani, and his two deputies, Muhammad al-

Shaddadi, and Abdul Aziz Jabbari, arrived in the city of Seiyun in Hadramout Governorate. 

Yemen's Mokhtar Al Yamani won heat 3 of the men's 100m freestyle qualifying.  

The Arab Coalition: interception of two ballistic missiles launched by the Houthis towards 

Jazan, southern Saudi Arabia 

In his twitter account, Michael Aron, the Ambassador of the UK wrote down his reflections on 

his works in Yemen. He said:  

My second reflection concerns the Houthis. Since I started as Ambassador in 2018 they have 

demanded an end to the so-called blockade and to Coalition air attacks. Despite being offered 

both by the UN Envoy and by KSA they still refuse to stop their attacks on Marib.   

No. 2 US diplomat thanks Oman for mediating peace, says Yemen war must end 

Deputy Secretary of State Wendy Sherman thanked Oman Tuesday for its role in “mediating 

peace in the region” during a meeting with Deputy Foreign Minister Sheikh Khalifa Al Harthy. 

 

http://www.reuters.com/
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Sherman, the number two US diplomat, was in Muscat for high-level talks on peace and security 

in the region, including the ongoing war in Yemen. 

Wednesday, July 28  

Lenderking calls for the implementation of the Riyadh agreement and the immediate cessation 

of Houthi attacks on Marib 

This came during his meeting, today with Yemeni Prime Minister, Maeen Abdul Malik, in the 

Saudi capital, Riyadh. 

The Ministry of Health announces five new infections with the coronavirus in Yemen. 

The Presidency of the Parliament approves the direct work of the General Secretariat in the city 

of Seiyun 

The army announces the downing of two drones launched by the Houthi militia in Al-Bayda 

The British Ambassador praises the government's positive approach to peace 

This came during his meeting with Vice President Lieutenant-General Ali Mohsen Al-Ahmar; 

On the occasion of the end of his work term, he expressed his thanks for the cooperation and 

facilitation of his duties during his work period. According to Saba. 

Newspaper: Saudi Arabia decides to end contracts for Yemeni employees in Saudi southern 

governorates 

The newspaper pointed out that Saudi Arabia is facing a wave of resentment in Yemen due to 

its decision to expel Yemeni expatriates from its southern governorates, including 106 university 

professors. 

Blinken: We focus on diplomatic efforts to stop the war in Yemen and support civilians. 

Blinken: The Houthis failed to show the will to engage in the peace process in Yemen. 

Blinken: We stand with Saudi Arabia when it is under attack. 

Blinken to Al Jazeera: The war in Yemen cannot be ended with the push of a button, and we 

value Saudi Arabia's plan to achieve peace in this country. 

Thursday, July 29 

Yemen's local currency continues depreciation 

The value of Yemen's local currency has continued to sharply decline against other foreign 

currencies across the country's provinces controlled by the internationally-recognized 

government. 

On Thursday, banking sources told that the exchange rate fell to 1,025 Yemeni riyals against 

one US dollar in the local markets of the country's southern provinces for the first time, 

exacerbating the country's already dire humanitarian situation caused by the years-long military 

conflict. 

President Hadi returns to Riyadh after a month-long medical trip in the US.  

The Houthis blew up the house of a military commander in Marib, the government: it is a war 

crime.  
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A Yemeni military source reported that the Houthi group "blew up the house of the brigadier 

general, Talib Derkom Al-Muradi, in the Buqthah area of Rahba District, south of the oil-rich 

city of Ma'rib." 

He talked about an important initiative for a solution,  The Vice President discusses with the 

deputy UN envoy efforts to establish peace 

During the meeting, the Vice President discussed a number of developments related to the 

escalation of the Houthi rebels, its obstruction of international efforts, its disregard for peace 

efforts, and its misuse of the Stockholm Agreement in mobilization and continuous escalation. 

Saudi TV: The Arab Coalition announces that it has thwarted an attempt to attack a Saudi 

commercial ship with a drone. 

Saudi TV: The coalition says the Houthis continue to threaten commercial navigation in the Red 

Sea with Iranian support. 

Saudi TV: The coalition says its efforts have contributed to securing navigation and safety of 

ships in the Bab al-Mandab Strait. 

The Secretary-General of the Gulf Cooperation Council, Nayef Al-Hajraf, and the US special 

envoy to Yemen, Timothy Lenderking, stressed the importance of putting pressure on the 

Houthis to engage in the political process to resolve the Yemeni crisis. 

Yemeni-UN talks, the government calls on the Houthis to release all abductees and prisoners 

The government called on the Houthis to release all abductees and prisoners within the 

"principle of all for all", considering it a non-negotiable humanitarian file. 

  Hadi Haig, head of the government-affiliated Prisoners and Detainees Foundation, said on 

Twitter, that he discussed in a video-conference meeting, which he described as "fruitful", with 

the envoy's office and the International Committee of the Red Cross, a mechanism for the 

success of the release of detainees on an all-for-all basis. 

Friday, July 30  

Saudi-led coalition says intercepts drone attack on Saudi commercial vessel 

On Friday, a military coalition led by Saudi Arabia said it had intercepted a drone attack on a 

Saudi commercial vessel, Saudi state media reported. 

The coalition said the attack was part of a continued threat posed by Yemen's Houthi militia. 

(https://www.reuters.com/)  

The Houthis control areas in Al-Bayda 

The Houthis announced their control of the districts of Numan and Nata' in Al-Bayda 

Governorate. 

France condemns the Houthi escalation and calls for support for a political solution in Yemen 

France condemned the escalation of the Houthi group in Yemen and its attacks on Saudi 

territory. 

A statement issued by the French Ministry of Foreign Affairs - following a meeting held by 

Prince Faisal bin Farhan, the Saudi Foreign Minister, with French Foreign Minister Jean-Yves 

https://www.reuters.com/
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Le Drian - confirmed support for a political solution in Yemen in accordance with the Saudi 

initiative. 

The Ministry of Health announces 16 new infections and one death from the coronavirus in 

Yemen. 

Years after its closure, the port of Mocha receives the first two commercial ships 

The port of Mocha received two commercial flights after years of being closed due to the war 

in the country. The opening of the port came in the presence of the United Nations Resident 

Representative and Humanitarian Coordinator in Yemen David Grisley. 

Saturday, July 31 

Yemen's riyal sinks to record low, worsening famine risk 

Yemen's currency, the riyal, has sunk to historic lows in recent days, in a new threat to the war-

torn country which is already on the brink of famine. 

In the government-controlled southern capital of Aden, the dollar is trading at more than 1,000 

riyal, the highest rate since the war began in 2014, when Iran-backed Houthi rebels seized the 

northern capital of Sanaa. 

The currency has lost some six percent in the south in the past three weeks. Meanwhile the riyal 

trades at about 600 riyals to the dollar in rebel-controlled areas, which stretch across much of 

the country's north. 

The United Nations: The price of food commodities in Aden increased by 33 per cent.  

Including 33 kidnapped women, the government: More than 350 cases of death under torture in 

Houthis prisons 

Masam: cleared 1,240 mines and unexploded ordnance during the last week of July. 

The Arab Coalition announces the destruction of a booby-trapped plane launched by the Houthi 

group towards Saudi Arabia.  
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 United Nations  S/RES/2586 (2021) 

  

Security Council  
Distr.: General 

14 July 2021 

 

21-09780 (E) 

*2109780*  
 

  Resolution 2586 (2021) 
 

 

  Adopted by the Security Council at its 8819th meeting, on 

14 July 2021 
 

 

 The Security Council, 

 Recalling its resolutions 2014 (2011), 2051 (2012), 2140 (2014), 2175 (2014), 

2201 (2015), 2204 (2015), 2216 (2015), 2266 (2016), 2342 (2017), 2402 (2018), 2451 

(2018), 2452 (2019), 2481 (2019), 2505 (2020), 2511 (2020), 2534 (2020), and 2564 

(2021) and the Statements of its President of 15 February 2013, 29 August 2014, 

22 March 2015, 25 April 2016, 15 June 2017 and 15 March 2018 concerning Yemen,  

 Recognising armed conflict exacerbates the COVID-19 pandemic and calling 

for implementation of the ceasefire call in resolutions 2532 (2020) and 2565 (2021), 

 Having considered the letters of the Secretary-General to the President of the 

Security Council of 31 December 2018, 12 June 2019, 14 October 2019, 15 June 

2020, and 3 June 2021 which were submitted pursuant to its past resolutions,  

 Reaffirming its strong commitment to the unity, sovereignty, independence, and 

territorial integrity of Yemen and its commitment to stand by the people of Yemen,  

 Reaffirming its endorsement of the agreement reached in Sweden by the 

Government of Yemen and the Houthis on the City of Hodeidah and the Ports of 

Hodeidah, Salif and Ras Issa (the Hodeidah Agreement), and reiterating its call on the 

parties to work cooperatively to implement all its provisions, 

 Reiterating its call upon the parties to work towards the stability of Hodeidah 

including through cooperation in the Redeployment Coordination Committee (RCC) 

and with the United Nations Mission to support the Hodeidah Agreement (UNMHA), 

and stressing the importance of the functioning of the RCC and its joint mechanisms 

to implement the Hodeidah Agreement,  

 1. Decides to extend until 15 July 2022 the mandate of UNMHA to support 

the implementation of the Agreement on the City of Hodeidah and Ports of Hodeidah, 

Salif and Ras Issa as set out in the Stockholm Agreement, circulated as S/2018/1134; 

 2. Decides further that, to support the parties in implementing their 

commitments in accordance with the Hodeidah Agreement, UNMHA shall undertake 

the following mandate:  

 (a) to lead, and support the functioning of, the RCC, assisted by a secretariat 

staffed by United Nations personnel, to oversee the governorate-wide ceasefire, 

redeployment of forces, and mine action operations;  

https://undocs.org/en/S/RES/2014(2011)
https://undocs.org/en/S/RES/2051(2012)
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 (b) to monitor the compliance of the parties to the ceasefire in Hodeidah 

governorate and the mutual redeployment of forces from the city of Hodeidah and the 

ports of Hodeidah, Salif and Ras Issa;  

 (c) to work with the parties so that the security of the city of Hodeidah and 

the ports of Hodeidah, Salif, and Ras Issa is assured by local security forces in 

accordance with Yemeni law; and 

 (d) to facilitate and coordinate United Nations support to assist the parties to 

fully implement the Hodeidah Agreement; 

 3. Reiterates its approval of the proposals of the Secretary-General on the 

composition and operational aspects of UNMHA set out in the annex to his letter of 

31 December 2018 to the President of the Council, and notes that the Mission will be 

headed by the Chair of the RCC at Assistant-Secretary-General level, reporting to the 

Secretary-General through the Special Envoy of the Secretary-General on Yemen and 

the Under-Secretary-General for Political and Peacebuilding Affairs;  

 4. Underlines the importance of close collaboration and coordination 

between all United Nations entities operating in Yemen in order to prevent duplication 

of effort and to maximise the leveraging of existing resources, including the Office 

of the Special Envoy of the Secretary-General for Yemen (OSESGY), the 

Resident/Humanitarian Co-ordinator and the UN Country Team in Yemen, UNMHA 

and the UN Verification and Inspection Mechanism (UNVIM);  

 5. Requests the Secretary-General to fully deploy UNMHA expeditiously, 

taking into account the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic, and calls on the parties 

to the Hodeidah Agreement to support the United Nations as set out in S/2019/28, 

including by ensuring the safety, security, and health of UNMHA personnel and the 

unhindered and expeditious movement into and within Yemen of UNMHA personnel 

and equipment, provisions and essential supplies, and demands an end to the 

hindrances to the movement of UNMHA personnel in Hodeidah governorate, 

particularly in conflict-affected districts, and expresses support for the efforts by 

UNMHA to reactivate the RCC and its joint mechanisms to implement the Hodeidah 

Agreement and to meet the access needs of all parties and be equally responsive to 

their requests; 

 6. Requests Member States, particularly neighbouring States, to support the 

United Nations as required for the implementation of UNMHA’s mandate;  

 7. Requests the Secretary-General to report to the Security Council on a 

monthly basis on progress regarding the implementation of this resolution, including 

on any obstructions to the effective operation of UNMHA caused by any party; and 

on resolution 2451 (2018), including on any non-compliance by any party; 

 8. Further requests the Secretary-General to present to the Council a further 

review of UNMHA, at least one month before UNMHA’s mandate is due to expire; 

 9. Decides to remain actively seized of the matter. 

 

https://undocs.org/en/S/2019/28
https://undocs.org/en/S/RES/2451(2018)
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1.71 MILLION

3,336
Children killed between 26 March 
2015 and 28 February 2021 

465 
Attacks and military use of 
education facilities between 26 
March 2015 and 28 February 2021 
(verified United Nations figures)

(verified United Nations figures)

400,000  
Children under 5 years with severe  
acute malnutrition

Internally displaced 
children 

CHILDREN IN 
DISTRESS

Source: United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs, Humanitarian Needs Overview – Yemen 2021, OCHA, New York, February 2021. 

02

ChildrEN iN diSTrESS



10.2 MILLION  
Children in need  
of basic health care

46.5%

Prevalence of 
childhood stunting

Child  
poverty rate

9.58 million
Children without access to safe  
water, sanitation or hygiene

8.1 million 
Children in need of emergency 
education support

85%

2 MILLION
Children out of school

(Simulation based on 2014 
Household Budget Survey)

MilliON
Children in need of 
humanitarian help 

11.3
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Anas is not the only 

child in Yemen that 

had to sacrifice 

his education. He 

is one of hundreds 

of thousands of 

children victims of 

devastation that 

years of brutal 

conflict and, 

more recently, the 

COVID-19 pandemic 

have had on Yemen’s 

education system.

EDUCATION 
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Children remain the  
primary victims of  

this terrible crisis, with  
11.3 million requiring some 

form of humanitarian aid or 
protection assistance. 

Millions out of school

Twelve-year-old Anas should be in school in Taizz city in southwestern Yemen. But he is not. Instead, he 
is working 11-hour shifts as a metalsmith, operating dangerous machinery that puts his health, safety and 
future at risk.

It is grueling work but Anas does not have much 
choice. After his father died, he became the only 
breadwinner in his family, and from then on he 
took responsibility for his mother and brothers.

“I am an orphan and I am the big brother, 
working and looking after my family. I work from 
6 a.m. until evening. I work on everything in the 
workshop, cutting iron, painting iron, engraving 
iron until 6 p.m. at night. I have four brothers. I 
had to quit school and work because there is no 
one to support us. I have to support my brothers 
and send them to school, and I do not have time 
to study. I dream of becoming independent, re-
opening my father’s workshop and running my 
own business.”

Anas is not the only child in Yemen that had to 
sacrifice his education. He is one of hundreds 
of thousands of children victims of devastation 
that years of brutal conflict and, more recently, 
the COVID-19 pandemic have had on Yemen’s 
education system.

Yemen remains the world’s worst humanitarian 
crisis. Two thirds of the country’s population 
– 20.7 million1 people in total – need urgent 
humanitarian assistance due to multiple 
emergencies such as conflict, pandemics and 
natural disasters. 

Children remain the primary victims of this terrible 
crisis, with 11.3 million2 requiring some form of 
humanitarian aid or protection assistance. 

The conflict in Yemen keeps intensifying. There 
are currently more than 4 million displaced 
Yemenis living in over 1,500 unplanned and 
squalid camps who need urgent support 
for survival.3 The security situation remains 
unpredictable and dire, with humanitarian access 
to vulnerable populations, including for the 
delivery of basic education services, severely 
constrained. 

Poverty is also getting worse. According to the 
most recent data, nearly half of all Yemenis lived 
in poverty in 2014. National poverty rates are now 
estimated to have jumped to around 80 per cent. 
More than 8 in 10 children are thought to live in 
families that do not have enough income to meet 
their basic needs. 

This already difficult situation has been 
exacerbated by the COVID-19 pandemic, 
expanding the poverty circle to include more and 
more people. In addition, the secondary impacts 
of the pandemic on children will be significant and 
require a longer-term response. 

EduCaTiON diSrupTEd
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With an already weakened public health system 
and very narrow fiscal space, Yemen’s capacity 
to fight the spread of the virus and its wider 
impact is very limited.  As the schooling system 
continues to be disrupted, the human capital 
impact cannot be underestimated.

Just over 2 million4 school-age girls and boys in 
Yemen are now out of school because of poverty, 
conflict and lack of educational opportunities. This 
is more than twice the number in 2015, when 
890,000 children were not in classrooms. 

Of the children who are not attending school, 
more than 400,000 have been pushed out of 

school directly by the war, which has also seen 
2,5075 schools damaged, used as shelter by 
internally displaced people or occupied by armed 
groups.

The humanitarian education cluster estimates 
that 8.1 million6 children need emergency 
education assistance across Yemen – a 
significant increase from the 1.1 million reported 
pre-crisis in December 2014.

There is also growing concern that if out-of-school 
children or those who have dropped out recently 
are not properly supported, they may never return 
to school.

Just over 2 million school-age 

girls and boys in Yemen are now 

out of school because of poverty, 

conflict and lack of educational 

opportunities.

Left: Girls taking their exams at a 
school in Sana’a in August 2020.
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Destroying pillars of 
education
An estimated 171,600 teachers 7 – or two thirds 
of the teaching workforce – have not been paid 
a regular salary for four years. This puts nearly 
4 million 8 additional children at risk of missing 
out on their education as unpaid teachers quit 
teaching to find other ways of providing for their 
families.

Mohammed, 49, is one such teacher. For more 
than two decades, he thrived in his profession 
as an educator in Yemen’s capital, Sana’a, where 
he was promoted to Deputy Head of Ibn Majed 
School. But the civil war turned his life upside 
down. Like thousands of public sector workers, 
Mohammed has not received a salary since 2016. 
He left teaching to become a tuk-tuk driver.

“Life needs have become very hard to meet. 
Teaching is no longer fulfilling the purpose, so I 
found myself forced to abandon teaching and find 
other work that can help my family keep afloat,” 
says Mohammed.

Mohammed recalls with sadness how his 
students stopped waiting for him outside class 
when he started operating his tuk-tuk taxi.

“It hurts the students’ souls when they find all 
teachers abandoning teaching. It will lead to 
the collapse of education, and when education 
collapses, values and fundamentals collapse. 
The nation also collapses…. I hope they [the 
authorities] focus on the conditions of the 
teacher. Teachers are the basis of any society, of 
progress.”

Mohammed recalls with sadness 
how his students stopped waiting 

for him outside class when he 
started operating his tuk-tuk taxi.

Right: Mohammed Yahya in one of the empty classes in 
Ibn Majed School where he used to teach.

EduCaTiON diSrupTEd

07



The most vulnerable children risk the most

The dual crisis of war and COVID-19 is exacerbating pre-existing education disparities by reducing 
the opportunities for many of the most vulnerable children and adolescents to continue learning. This 
particularly affects children in rural areas, displaced communities and hard-to-reach areas of Yemen. 
Learning losses also threaten to extend beyond this generation and erase decades of progress, especially 
in girls’ education. 

While an estimated 47 per cent of girls and 53 per 
cent of boys were enrolled in school prior to the 
COVID-19 pandemic, secondary school girls were 
more likely to drop out for several reasons. Most 
of the time, they do not feel safe in schools or 
are not comfortable going to schools where there 
are no female teachers or separate toilets and 
washrooms to manage their periods. 

Girls’ access to education in 71 districts has also 
been negatively affected by the fact that many 
teachers and educational staff are no longer 
working because of non-payment of salaries. 

More than 523,000 school-aged displaced 
children struggle to access education because 
there is not enough space in existing classrooms. 
And even where schooling is available, the 
conflict has a knock-on negative impact on 
learning and the quality of education. Schools 
have been damaged, used by the military or 
occupied by displaced families. Teachers and 
students have been killed, injured  
and traumatized. 

In such an environment, it is very challenging to 
ensure quality teaching and learning. 

More than 523,000 school-aged 

displaced children struggle to 

access education because there 

is not enough space in existing 

classrooms. Schools have been 

damaged, used by the military or 

occupied by displaced families. 

Teachers and students have been 

killed, injured and traumatized.
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Thirteen-year-old Kholood lost her home in Taizz 
five years ago. When fighting broke out in her 
neighbourhood, her family fled to a safer area in 
the city. It was very tough for everyone, especially 
for Kholood, who was 8 years old at the time, 
and had eight siblings. The family lived in a house 
that did not have any water, electricity or nearby 
school that was available for girls. 

The closest school was occupied by military forces 
and the other available school, 45 minutes away, 
was for boys only. So Kholood was without an 
education for a whole year until a charitable man 
dedicated his building as a school for the children. 

In collaboration with the education authorities 
in Taizz, the man converted the building into an 
official school and Kholood, who is in Grade 7 
today, can get a certificate when she moves to 
the next year.

However, there are still many uncertainties and 
dangers. The school building is unfinished, and 
has no doors, windows, chairs, and bathrooms. 
During winter, many of the schoolchildren fell 
ill, including Kholood. The road to school is also 
treacherous and it takes an hour for Kholood and 
her sisters to go and come back from school. The 
area is also near a fighting zone and the school is 
often evacuated when fighting breaks out.

“I feel afraid when I walk to school because cars 
are speeding, and I’m scared of the shelling. 
I don’t know if I should go home when I hear 
bombing or if should stay at the school,” says 
Kholood.

“I hope that one day peace will prevail, and I will 
be able to go to a beautiful and safe school,” she 
adds.

Above: Kholood and her sisters walking to school.
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COVID-19: Locked out of school 

Yemen was not spared from the COVID-19 
pandemic, which hit the country in early 2020. 
Schools, universities and other learning institutions 
were closed on 16 March, disrupting the education 
of nearly 5.8 million primary and secondary school 
children, including 2.5 million girls. The pandemic 
also prevented students from taking their national 
exams at the scheduled time.

Schools are where children feel some semblance 
of normalcy in their lives, a refuge from the 
chaos and trauma of war. When locked out of 
classrooms, children have to stay at home in 
communities that are buckling under the weight of 
conflict, food insecurity and poverty.

It is better to keep schools open so that children 
can continue learning. Evidence from across the 
world shows that schools are not the main drivers 
of this pandemic – yet children continue to suffer 
the devastating impacts of school closures on 
their learning, mental and physical well-being  
and safety.

This is what happened to 9-year-old Muhammad. 
Muhammad is a third grader at Raydan Basic 
Education School in Aden, in the south of Yemen. 
In 2020, all 138 schools in Aden closed their 
doors due to COVID-19 containment measures. 
Muhammad, like all his friends, was forced to stay 
at home and learn remotely. 

“I love school. It brings me 

together with many

friends, and we spend time 

with the teachers. Our

teachers show us how to 

protect ourselves from

COVID-19.”
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As the population grows, 
the education system will 
need to accommodate an 
ever-growing number of 

adolescents and young people.

When Muhammad was able to return to school, 
he benefited from a catch-up learning programme. 

“The school implemented a one-month 
educational programme at the beginning of the 
current school year as compensation for students 
for lessons missed last year when schools were 
closed due to COVID-19,” says Rajaa Qahtan, the 
principal of Raydan School.

Rajaa is worried that young children like Mohammed 
may be emotionally scarred by the pandemic and 
develop a chronic phobia of diseases.

“Children must get through this pandemic and 
we need to work to raise their spirits and health 
awareness,” she says.

Muhammad is worried that he might need to stay 
at home again, like last year, to protect himself 
from COVID-19, and not see his friends. 

“I love school. It brings me together with many 
friends, and we spend time with the teachers. Our 
teachers show us how to protect ourselves from 
COVID-19,” he says. 

The combined effects of the prolonged conflict 
and the latest assault on education in the form 
of the COVID-19 pandemic will have devastating 
and long-lasting effects on children and 
adolescents in Yemen. With this comes the very 
real risk of delayed realization of the Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs), including SDG 4 on 
inclusive and equitable quality education.

The future lies with  
the youth

As the population grows, the education system 
will need to accommodate an ever-growing 
number of adolescents and young people. Yemen 
is a very youthful country with 40 per cent of its 
population under the age of 14. In 2007, Yemen’s 
population was estimated to be 22.3 million and 
it is projected to reach 47 million by 2040 (United 
Nations Development Programme, 2008).

If challenges to the education system are not 
adequately addressed today, as well as in the 
mid to longer term, there is a very real possibility 
that the potential of an entire generation of 
children will be lost. 

 Yemen is a very youthful 

country with 40 per cent of its 

population under the age of 

14. In 2007, Yemen’s population 

was estimated to be 22.3 million 

and it is projected to reach 47 

million by 2040.
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When children are not in school or do not 
have access to quality education, their 
development is severely compromised. 
The combined consequences of war, 
poverty and epidemics on children’s 
education in Yemen are devastating.

WHEN NOT  
IN SCHOOL

Children’s learning is interrupted 
More than 2 million children are out of school in Yemen. 
Schooling provides essential learning and when schools 
close, children and youth are deprived of opportunities to 
fulfil their potential.

Children are at 
greater risk of 
exploitation

When schools shut down, 
children are more at risk of 
child labour or recruitment into 
armed groups. In Yemen, over 
3,600 children were recruited 
to armed forces and armed 
groups between March 2015 
and February 2021. In 2013,  
17 per cent of Yemen’s 
children between the ages of 
5 and 17 – 1.3 million in total – 
were engaged in child labour.9 
Today, it is likely that there are 
many more due to Yemen’s 
economic collapse. 

3,600
In Yemen, over

children were recruited 
to armed forces and 
armed groups between 
March 2015 and 
February 2021

2 million
More than

children are out of school 
in Yemen
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Children who do not finish their 
education are trapped in a self-
perpetuating cycle of poverty

84.5 per cent of children in Yemen live in monetary poverty. In 
the long run, this situation will continue to perpetuate the cycle of 
poverty. Poor and vulnerable children and adolescents are also more 
likely to have never been to school, to drop out of school and to 
never return to school. 

72.5 per cent of girls in Yemen get married while still children 
(under 18 years). Early marriage makes it almost impossible for an 
adolescent girl to finish her education. It also leads girls to have 
children earlier, and to have more children over their lifetimes. 
This in turn reduces the ability of households to meet their basic 
needs and contributes to poverty.

Children’s 
nutrition 
deteriorates 

Yemen is experiencing one of 
the world’s worst food crises. 
Close to 2.3 million children 
under 5 years — 2 out of every 
5 children of that age in Yemen 
— are now at risk of acute 
malnutrition, including about 
400,000 at risk of severe 
acute malnutrition. Nearly 1 in 
2 children under 5 is stunted, a 
situation that has not changed 
since 2011. Malnutrition 
causes irreversible damage to 
the physical, mental and social 
development of the child, and 
impacts learning. 

Children are 
exposed to  
harmful 
practices

2.3 million
children under 5 years 
of age – 2 out of every 
5 children of that age – 
are now at risk of acute 
malnutrition

Close to

72.5%
of girls in Yemen get 
married while still 
children (under 18 years)

84.5%
of children in Yemen 
live in monetary 
poverty

WhEN NOT  iN SChOOl

13



Asmaa was relieved, especially after 

seeing how many of her married 

friends, all under the age of 18, could 

not study properly with a husband 

and children to take care of at home.

Fifteen-year-old Asmaa was about to be 
another victim of child marriage – which 
effectively ends a girl’s childhood – and lose 
her hopes of an education. But fortunately, her 
family was dissuaded from giving her up as a 
child bride.

Asmaa lives with her parents and her five 
siblings in Rusba, a village in Dhamar 
governorate, in the north of Yemen. She and 
her family live in a modest house. Her father 
is a teacher, who, like thousands of other 
teachers, has not received a salary since 2016. 
Because of the loss of income, he struggles to 
provide for his family. 

In late 2019, Asmaa’s cousin proposed to 
her. But her family believes that education 
is important, so they accepted the marriage 
proposal on the condition that the couple can 
get engaged now but only get married when 

Asmaa turns 18 and finishes secondary school. 
Asmaa, on the other hand, wanted more. She 
dreamed of studying psychology at university.

Asmaa says that when her cousin proposed to 
her, she felt confused and scared but agreed to 
the marriage. When the engagement took place, 
the groom’s family paid part of the dowry. 

“Everything was fine until my fiancé surprised 
us four months after the engagement, 
demanding that the wedding take place that 
same month,” says Asmaa.

Asmaa refused. Her father was under extreme 
financial pressure at the time but her parents 
both supported her decision. As a result of the 
family’s rejection of the wedding, they had to 
pay the dowry back to her fiancé’s family.

Thanks to the support of a UNICEF partner that 
works to prevent child marriage the family was 
able to secure the money from friends and 
neighbours, and the marriage was eventually 
cancelled. Asmaa was relieved, especially after 
seeing how many of her married friends, all 
under the age of 18, could not study properly 
with a husband and children to take care of at 
home.

“It is difficult for a young girl who is married 
to continue with her education. I see how 
my friends are not able to concentrate and 
understand what they are learning at school 
because they are busy with their other 
duties.”

Asmaa wishes that more parents could 
support their daughters’ desire to finish school 
and not force them into early marriage.

Fighting for her  
right to education
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In 2020, UNICEF and its partners achieved significant results for 
children’s education. 

• More than 578,600 children were provided with individual 
learning materials. Access to formal and non-formal 
education was maintained for close to 60,000 children.

• To prevent the collapse of the education system, which has 
been mired by non-payment of teacher salaries for four years, 
UNICEF provided 117,554 teachers and school-based staff 
with incentives, enabling them to pay for transport to school 
and continue teaching and working. 

• UNICEF supported the development of the National COVID-19 
Response Plan for Education. 

• UNICEF provided financial and technical support for 
conducting the Grade 9 and 12 national exams and delivered 
learning supplies and personal protective equipment to 
4,250 examination rooms, allowing 427,650 students to take 
their exams. 

• 1,200 teachers in 247 schools were trained on safe school 
protocols and 546,640 community members were sensitized 
on hygiene and disease prevention.

UNICEF IN 
ACTION
UNICEF continues to work tirelessly to help Yemen’s children survive 
the conflict, recover from its crippling effects and continue growing, 
learning and playing. 

Left: A high school student having her temperature tested before entering 
her school to take her exam. 
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WHAT THE 
CHILDREN 
NEED

Education is a long-term investment in children’s futures and the 
future of Yemen. There is no quick win. Support for education needs 
to be predictable and sustained. UNICEF is asking all stakeholders to:

Uphold children’s right to an education 

All parties to the conflict must stop attacks on schools and places of 
learning. Children and education staff must be kept out of harm’s way 
and schools should be maintained as safe zones for learning.

Education authorities across Yemen should ensure that teachers 
and education personnel receive salaries so they can perform their 
essential tasks and children can continue to learn.

Access to quality education is a right for every child, including girls 
and the most vulnerable children, and it should be prioritized by all 
decision-makers.

The international community should support education programmes 
with immediate, flexible and long-term funding, including support 
for financial incentives for teachers, while searching for long-term 
solutions to the salary crisis.

Work together to achieve lasting and 
inclusive peace

What Yemen needs the most today is an immediate and lasting 
peace. Until this is achieved, the children of Yemen will remain in dire 
need of assistance, including help to complete their education. 

Left: Ahmed, aged 12 years, in a classroom in Al-Hamzi School that has been 
destroyed during the conflict.

WhaT ThE ChildrEN NEEd
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Right: A student at a makeshift school 
in Al-Jufainah Camp for displaced 
people in Marib.
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SITUATION OVERVIEW 
More than two years since the Stockholm Agreement, the conflict in Yemen continues to drive displacement and worsen living 
conditions for millions. Fighting escalated along several fronts in June and July 2021. The consequences on civilians have been 
devastating and the number of civilian casualties has reached levels not seen since the signing of the Agreement1. 

As conflict persists, the Yemeni Riyal (YER) hit a historic low in July, trading at over YER 1,000 to USD 1, which triggered food 
prices to soar across the south, exacerbating the risk of famine and leaving many unable to meet their basic needs. At the same 
time, COVID-19 continues to take a toll on communities. Health partners are concerned about the rising cases and an impending 
third wave amidst low vaccination rates, stigma and misinformation. 

In July, clashes continued across Ma’rib, Al Hodeidah and Al Bayda. Hostilities are expected to drive further displacement and 
exacerbate humanitarian needs. Already, this year, more than 24,500 people have been displaced in Ma’rib – 53 per cent to areas 
within Sirwah, and 30 per cent to Ma’rib city2. Torrential rains, windstorms and flooding hit Ma’rib hard and caused significant 
infrastructure damage in at least 15 displacement sites.

Highlighting the scale of displacement in Yemen, IOM’s DTM reported that between January and July 2021, nearly 50,000 people 
have experienced displacement at least once across 13 governorates. In July alone, over 7,500 individuals were displaced, over a 
third of whom were displaced from Al Bayda to Lahj governorate because of the escalating clashes. Many IDPs have taken shelter 
in religious sites, schools, and caves in Lahj, while some moved towards Aden in search of humanitarian assistance.

IOM continues to expand its programme on the west coast to meet growing needs of more than 17,000 households residing in 
141 displacement sites amid limited partners presence. In the immediate term, IOM is prioritizing a response in 19 IDP hosting sites 
where there are no camp coordination and camp management (CCCM) partners and where there are large gaps around water, 
sanitation and hygiene (WASH), health and shelter and non-food items (S-NFI) which are common priority needs.

IOM estimates that 1,566 migrants entered Yemen in July, compared to 3,545 migrants in June 2021. The drop in numbers may 
be attributable to the extreme weather conditions (strong winds, heavy rainfall and high tides), which may have made it difficult for 
migrants to travel by boat. Thousands of migrants remain stranded in Yemen, many of whom are unable to access basic services 
and need food, shelter, health and protection assistance. 

As more migrants seek to return home, IOM is working on facilitating Voluntary Humanitarian Return (VHR) flights from Aden 
and Sana’a. The Organization facilitated the first VHR flight from Sana’a since 2019 and transported 79 Ethiopian migrants safely 
to their home. Negotiations are ongoing for additional flights in the coming months. In Aden, nationality verification exercises 
have begun ahead of VHR flights in August.
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Stranded Ethiopian migrants prepare for their journey home from Sana'a, Yemen, with  
IOM support ©IOM 2021

Migrants received 
humanitarian assistance

7,252 

Primary health care 
consultations conducted 

39,614

Individuals provided with 
clean water and hygiene kits

48,132 

1 According to the Civilian Impact Monitoring Project (CIMP) 2 According to data collected by IOM and partner RRM teams
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COVID-19 RESPONSE

IOM is working with local authorities to contain the COVID-19 outbreak 
by boosting testing capacity and protecting essential health services through 
the provision of testing machines, personal protective equipment (PPE) and 
trainings to build the capacity of public health workers in 26 health facilities in 
the country. In July, a total of 39,614 people were screened for COVID-19. 
A reported 143 new COVID-19 cases and 14 new deaths were confirmed. 

A potential third wave of COVID-19 cases sweeping across Yemen is 
particularly concerning. Yemen is at an increased risk of a new surge 
in COVID-19 cases with a weakened public health system, particularly 
in displaced communities that already have limited access to hygiene and 
sanitation services. The first vaccination campaign in Yemen was launched in 
Aden on 20 April, and as of July, a total of 297,405 COVID-19 vaccines have 
been administered throughout the country according to the World Health 
Organization. 

Yemen is expected to receive another batch of vaccines in August – 
151,000 doses of the Johnson & Johnson vaccine and 360,000 doses of the 
AstraZeneca vaccine – as part of the global COVAX vaccine sharing program. 
The vaccination campaign is critical to containing the outbreak. However, 
ongoing conflict, limited vaccine supply and doubts around vaccine safety 
have slowed down the process in many areas of the country.

In July, IOM teams conducted 450 awareness sessions on COVID-19 and 
hygiene practices, reaching approximately 22,000 displaced people in Ma’rib, 
Ta’iz, and Al Hodeidah. IOM also installed four testing machines in its Migrant 
Response Point (MRP) in Aden to ensure migrants have access to testing, 
particularly those identified for assistance through Voluntary Humanitarian 
Return (VHR). In Ta’iz, the Organization provided the main public hospital 

7,061 Total cases reported

1,375 Total deaths reported
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with a COVID-19 testing machine as well as technical training. IOM teams also provided mask sewing training to six 
participants in Dekharah displacement site in Ta’iz to improve the livelihood of displaced women while also supporting 
efforts to curb the spread of COVID-19 in displacement sites.

An IOM team member carries out a COVID-19 sensitization campaign in Ma'rib ©IOM 2021 /E. Al Oqabi
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IOM expanded CCCM support to 75 IDP hosting sites in July and continued carrying 
out site improvements, coordinating service delivery and conducting community 
mobilization and committee empowerment activities.

In response to heavy rains in many parts of Yemen, CCCM teams continued flood 
prevention and flood-risk mitigation activities by creating embankments in two 
displacement sites on the west coast, benefitting 85 households. In Ta’iz, the teams 
completed ground-levelling and constructed drainage systems in one site benefiting 
117 displaced families. Similar work is underway in two more sites in Al Ma’afer 
district. In Ibb, the teams hired community members in a cash-for-work initiative 
to install plastic sheets which protect and insulate the shelters and to surround the 
shelters with sandbags which protect against flooding. The teams also conducted 
awareness sessions on flood risk mitigation methods to 1,023 people in Ibb and 5,325 
people in Ma’rib. 

Due to the risk of fire in overcrowded sites, the CCCM team provided firefighting 
sessions to 70 wardens in Ta’iz. In Ma’rib, fire safety trainings on safe cooking 
methods were provided to 181 women in four displacement sites on the use of fire 
extinguishers to 11 men in Al-Jufainah site. The technical team also completed the 
rehabilitation of the administrative centre in the same site. Moreover, the CCCM sub-
national coordinator, supported by IOM, the cluster and consortium, completed the 
training of executive unit2 members on site management in Ma’rib. IOM organized 
football games for children as part of psychosocial activities that promote positive 
mental health behaviors in Al Jufainah displacement site.

CAMP COORDINATION & CAMP MANAGEMENT (CCCM)

Displaced women during a practical training session on fire safety in Al Jufainah site ©IOM 2021 /E. Al Oqabi

78%
Target 

Reached

126,317 Displaced
people supported in 75 

IDP hosting sites

94%
Target 
Reached

47 Infrastructure and 
maintenance projects 

completed in IDP 
hosting sites 

IOM donated 140 blood pressure and 10 glucose monitoring devices to the local health offices in Al Ma’afer, Ash Shamayatain 
and Ta’iz city, to help them cope with the increasing influx of IDPs. The CCCM teams also completed the improvement and 
maintenance of three community centres in Al Duhrah, Al Dar Al Jadeed, and Dekharah IDP sites through cash-for-work 
modality.
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IN FOCUS ELECTRICITY UPGRADES BRING LIGHT AND POWER TO MA’RIB’S 
LARGEST DISPLACEMENT SITE

From the moment they flee, leaving behind their belongings, memories and sometimes families, people displaced by conflict 
must begin to search for a new home – one that is safe, secure and equipped with the basics. In Ma’rib, a Yemeni governorate 
surrounded by desert with year-round high temperatures, electricity to power refrigerators, fans and other items is one of 
the most essential needs. 

“Here in Ma’rib, electricity is just as important for our lives as water and food,” said Rahiq, a displaced woman who is now 
sheltering in Yemen’s largest displacement site, Al Jufainah. 

Over the years, Al Jufainah displacement site has become overcrowded with more than 54,000 inhabitants. This put extensive 
pressure on basic services, including electricity. The old electrical network in the displacement site could no longer meet 
the increasing demand. The torn out electrical lines and poor connectivity have become one of the most main causes of 
fire in displacement sites like these. The electricity shortage often strikes quarrels between the community over electrical 
transformers, and many times, overloads the transformer unit causing short circuits and resulting in a total shut down.  

“Electricity is essential to my business. Without it, all food items in the shop will get ruined,” explained Zuhair, a displaced 
person who owns a small grocery shop in Al Jufainah.

To meet this urgent need for electrical system in overcrowded displacement sites in Ma’rib, IOM upgraded the electrical 
network in Al Jufainah site for a safer and more constant power supply. The electricity upgrades have given displaced families 
the hope of having some sense of a normal life, not only for Zuhair but for thousands of displaced men, women and children 
for whom power means safety and stability.

“The electricity upgrades were completed a month ago, and now we have a new electrical line. It is relieving that electricity 
is on for the entire week,” said Zuhair. “I won’t worry anymore about spoiled food, and more clients will come. I myself start 
to stay more in the shop because I can turn on my air conditioner safely now,” he added. IOM installed 15 transformers 

The IOM-rehabilitated electricity project supports Zahair’s business to thrive  
©IOM 2021\ E.Al-Oqabi

and 554 wooden poles in the 
displacement site to carry high and 
low voltage overhead lines that 
power the displacement site. “Our 
washing machine, which now can run 
thanks to the new electrical power, 
takes a lot of work off my shoulders 
and saves me a lot of pain,” said Azal, 
a displaced woman who suffers from 
a slipped disc.

For displaced women, electricity 
does not only support them in 
doing every day home chores, but 
it also provides them with means of 
comfort and safety, like easing the 
extreme weather conditions and 
providing light in their shelters where 
they spend most of their days. IOM 
supported Al Jufainah displacement 
site with many sustainable projects, 
which will improve the overall living 
conditions of displaced people 
in the area. These projects also 
include improving access to the 
main road leading to Al Jufainah and 
construction of a primary school 
near Al Jufainah displacement site, 
reaching nearly 9,800 people.



5

IOM YEMEN JULY 2021 SITUATION REPORT

HEALTH

To improve access to health services, IOM continues to support 26 public health facilities 
in Aden, Lahj, Sana’a, Shabwah, Ta’iz, Al Hodeidah and Ma’rib governorates by providing 
medical supplies, medicine and capacity building. Across the IOM-supported health 
facilities, 39,614 health consultations were carried out, including 2,271 consultations with 
migrants. This includes IDPs and migrants who received emergency health and referral 
support through IOM mobile medical teams (MMT) in areas where access to health 
services is limited.

The health team also carried out pre-departure medical screenings for 208 refugees 
and 14 migrants in Sana’a and Aden who were assisted through IOM’s resettlement 
and Voluntary Humanitarian Return (VHR) programmes. These screenings ensure that 
returnees are fit to travel and those with special needs are identified and supported.
IOM continued supporting the public health sector by providing technical training to 
strengthen their capacity and improve access to health services in Yemen. In July, health 
teams provided psychological first aid training to 10 health workers in three public 
hospitals in Lahj and Shabwah. The teams also donated 42 medical equipment, including 
diagnostic and therapeutic machines, medical furniture and surgical kits to Al Aroos 
hospital in Ta’iz to improve maternal and neonatal health care services.

39,614 Primary health 
care consultations 

conducted

80%
Target 

Reached

Also, in Ta’iz the health teams trained 20 midwives and health workers on neonatal resuscitation and provided medical 
equipment and reproductive health medicine in one health facility for the provision of 24/7 services. IOM also established a 
diarrhea treatment center in Al Makha, benefiting a total of eight districts along the west coast region. 
In support of the National AIDS Program and the National Tuberculosis (TB) Control program, IOM teams conducted 
follow-up visits to five health facilities that provide HIV testing, counselling and antiretroviral therapy. The teams provided TB 
medicines, microscopes, PPE and laboratory materials to 17 TB centres. 

1 Health facility received 
medical supplies and 

equipment

89%
Target 

Reached

SHABWAH

TAIZZ

ADEN

LAHJ

LEGEND

Health Facility supported by 
IOM & Ministry of Health

Health Facility operated by IOM

Mobile Medical Team

IOM YEMEN  HEALTH INTERVENTIONS
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SHELTER & NON-FOOD ITEMS (S-NFI) 

As the co-lead of the Cash Consortium of Yemen, IOM provides multi-purpose cash 
assistance (MCPA) to vulnerable and newly-displaced households with extremely 
limited economic resources. IOM’s cash assistance aims to help the households meet 
their basic needs and reduce their reliance on negative coping mechanisms which 
have been exacerbated during the COVID-19 pandemic. IOM also co-leads the 
Rapid Response Mechanism in Yemen which provides MPCA to vulnerable groups 
through a harmonized coordination structure. In July, IOM provided MPCA to 74 
displaced households in Al Bayda and 395 displaced households in Ma’rib. Additionally, 
IOM supported 5,371 displaced households with the third round of cash for food 
assistance in Ma’rib. The cash transfers were conducted by a reliable financial service 
provider identified and contracted by IOM. 

CASH

964 HHs provided with 
emergency shelter materials

14%
Target 

Reached

408 HHs provided with 
essential non-food items 

(NFI) kits 

16%
Target 

Reached

469 Multi-Purpose Cash 
Assistance transferred to 

displaced households 

5,371 HHs received cash 
for food assistance

66%
Target 

Reached

Through the IOM-managed nationwide Multisectoral Contingency 
Stock Pipeline, IOM and partners provided:

Plastic sheets

1,085408 
Essential household kitsEmergency shelters

145128 
Family tents 

Litres of fuel, enabling 

630,000 people to 
have continued access 
to clean water, improved 
sanitation and essential 
health care services in 
Amran, Sa’adah, Sana’a, 
Hajjah, Ibb and Ma’rib

89,290
Sa'dah

AmranHajjah

Ma’rib

Sana’a

Ibb

The S-NFI teams registered 2,125 
displaced households affected by floods 
for transitional shelter assistance in Ma’rib, 
south Ta’iz and the west coast region. 
These households reside in collective 
centres, makeshift shelters and informal 
settlements. IOM assistance enables 
families to live in safe, secure and dignified 
shelters. The design of these shelters is 
guided by beneficiary preferences, local 
practices and housing, land and property 
conditions. The shelters are made 
using locally sourced materials and the 
process ensures community ownership 
and participation through focus group 
discussions and consultations.

An elderly man receives essential household items in site. ©IOM 2021 /E. Al-Oqabi
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WATER, SANITATION AND HYGIENE (WASH)

Children collect clean water from a water point in Ta’iz ©IOM 2021 /M. Mohammed

IOM provided 17,303,000 liters of safe water to 33,133 displaced people through 
vouchers and water trucking in 19 displacement sites in Ma’rib, Ta’iz and the west coast 
region. Additionally, IOM provided (500L) water tanks to six families, rehabilitated 
a water system in Al Rakza displacement site benefiting 810 IDPs, and provided 
operational support to the National Water Resources Authority to operate the 
water system in Al Jufainah site in Ma’rib. 

Due to overcrowding in most displacement sites, there is an increased risk of 
communicable disease outbreaks. To mitigate this risk and promote community 
ownership on hygiene and sanitation, IOM teams carried out 2,705 hygiene promotion 
campaigns in 25 IDP hosting sites in Ta’iz, Al Hodeidah and Ma’rib, reaching more than 
10,000 displaced people. 

IDPs also participated in focus group discussions about COVID-19, environmental 
hygiene, water preservation and effective maintenance of sanitation facilities. Awareness 
raising activities were complemented by the distribution of 2,201 consumable hygiene 
kits, 303 long-lasting insecticidal nets, and 3,240 soap bars to 13,379 displaced people 
in 29 IDP sites in Ma'rib and Ta’iz. 

The teams also supported community-led cleaning campaigns and the disposal of 
140 cubic metres of solid waste in Lahj, benefitting 3,522 people in two displacement 
sites. An additional 798 displaced people benefited from the construction of 81 emergency latrines and 52 pits in Al 
Suwayda IDP site in Ma’rib and 845 displaced people benefited from the repair and desludging of 30 latrines in Al Maysar 
and Al Habeel IDP sites in Ta’iz.

In Al Makha, IOM WASH teams completed the rehabilitation of the public hospital sanitation system and facilities, including 
the construction of two septic tanks, enabling the hospital to provide better services and a cleaner environment to more 
than 70,000 people in the district.

33,943 People 
supported with access to 

safe water 

78%
Target 

Reached

58%
Target 
Reached

3,522 People benefited 
from improved waste 
management services
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PROTECTION

Amidst the ongoing conflict, protection risks for migrants and IDPs in Yemen remain 
high. Thousands of migrants are estimated to be stranded across the country, and 
many are being held in inhumane conditions with inadequate access to basic services 
and food. IOM is at the forefront of advocating for the rights of migrants in Yemen 
while expanding the Organization’s capacity to provide emergency assistance through 
its Migrant Response Points (MRPs) and mobile teams. 

IOM prioritizes the provision of VHR flights, which provide a safe passage to home for 
many migrants. In July, IOM received a delegation from the Government of Ethiopia 

who visited Aden, Yemen to conduct nationality verification for stranded migrants seeking IOM VHR support. Since March, 
IOM has facilitated the voluntary return of 261 Ethiopian migrants to their country of origin through the VHR programme.

Preparations are ongoing for additional flights in the coming months, from both Sana’a and Aden, in close coordination with 
the relevant authorities and the Government of Ethiopia. IOM also commenced construction works on a VHR centre in 
Aden to provide temporary accommodation to migrants registered for return assistance.

In Ma’rib, where IOM hopes to extend its VHR programme, a new migrant MRP was inaugurated to expand services 
provided to migrants. Also in Ma’rib, the protection teams established a new protection desk in Al Jufainah, Yemen’s largest 
displacement site, to provide protection assistance and facilitate interviews, with a focus on extremely vulnerable individuals, 
including victims of gender-based violence.

7,252 Migrants received 
protection assistance 

49%
Target 

Reached

IOM transported 79 Ethiopian migrants safely to their home © IOM 2021
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TRANSITION AND RECOVERY

In a ceremony attended by the deputy governor of Ma'rib, IOM inaugurated Al Wahdah hospital after completing rehabilitation works. The 
hospital will now be able to provide emergency health services 24/7. ©IOM 2021/E. Al Oqabi

IOM supports the recovery of conflict-affected Yemenis through the 
rehabilitation and construction of schools and other community 
infrastructure, the provision of livelihood opportunities to increase 
household incomes and support on conflict resolution at the community 
level. These activities are ongoing in Lahj, Aden, Ma’rib and Hadramawt 
to improve access to services in displacement-affected communities and 
support social cohesion among diverse community members.

Of the 50 infrastructure activities at various stages of technical 
assessments, procurement and implementation across Lahj, Aden, 
Ma’rib, and Hadramawt, 17 were launched in June, including two 
water network repair projects in Lahj, seven schools in Ma’rib, and 
eight schools in Aden and Lahj. Three infrastructure projects, including 
one health facility and one school in Ma’rib, were also completed in 
July and handed over to the government. The projects will benefit an 
estimated 200,000 people, and will provide rapid earning opportunities 
for unskilled workers from low-income, crisis-affected households in the 
community. The teams also started working with a consulting partner to 
develop institutional capacity assessment tools and prepare to roll out 
capacity and training needs assessments for 56 local public institutions 
in Ma’rib, Hadramawt, Aden and Lahj. The assessment will lead to the 
identification and implementation of capacity building activities such as 
training and equipment provision.

34 Public infrastructure 
projects completed or ongoing

49%
Target 

Reached

39,480 people benefited 
from access to improved basic 

services

49%
Target 

Reached

In Ma’rib and Lahj, IOM, with a service provider, will establish nine conflict resolution committees to support social cohesion 
and peacebuilding in areas where infrastructure rehabilitation activities are ongoing.
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Find all DTM reports on displacement and migration here. 

DISPLACEMENT TRACKING MATRIX (DTM)

IOM YEMEN’S ACTIVITIES IN JULY 2021 WERE SUPPORTED BY

MIGRANT ARRIVALS IN YEMEN

European Union 

Conflict remains the main driver of displacement in Yemen. IOM's DTM team works 
to inform better the humanitarian community about the location and needs of 
the displaced populations and identify daily IDP and returnee locations and tracks 
displacement trends. IOM DTM continues to lead the implementation on multi-
cluster location assessment (MCLA). 

The MCLA provides an evidenced-based needs analysis to support humanitarian 
partners tailor their activities to the needs of the most vulnerable populations. Once 
completed, the MCLA will provide nationwide data and evidence-based findings for 
the Humanitarian Needs Overview) to better inform the Humanitarian Response 
Plan in Yemen. Data collection is completed in southern governorates and data 
processing is underway. Moreover, coordination is ongoing with the local authorities 
to start the process in the northern governorates.

8,634 Displaced
individuals tracked

1,566 Migrant arrivals

DTM’s Rapid Displacement Tracking activities cover 13 governorates where IOM has access. In July, IOM tracked 8,634 
displaced individuals who mainly moved within and to Lahj, Ma’rib, Shabwah and Al Maharah governorates. Of those 
tracked, approximately 52 per cent reported that their main need is food, while 28 per cent reported that they lacked 
access to adequate shelter with household items (11%) and financial support (7%) also reported to be of concern. IOM 
also conducted an area assessment across seven districts in Ma’rib to provide updated data on IDP, migrant and returnee 
populations:

DTM also monitors key migrant arrivals mainly in locations across Yemen's southern coastal border and northern border 
with the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia (KSA). The arrival of 1,566 migrants was recorded through flow monitoring points 
during July, compared to 3,545 arrivals in June 2021. The drop in numbers is because July saw extreme weather conditions 
which deterred many from migrating. IOM recorded migrant arrivals through flow monitoring points in Lahj and Shabwah 
governorates, with the majority originating from Ethiopia (94%) and Somalia (6%). In total, 87 per cent of recorded migrant 
arrivals traveled through Djibouti, and the remainder from Somalia (13%). IOM teams recently gained access to Manfath 
Alwadeeah on the KSA-Yemen land border point, and now have a full time dedicated focal point to track movement. Around 
1,821 Yemeni returnees were recorded to have entered Yemen from KSA.

https://dtm.iom.int/yemen
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Photo: ©WFP Mohammed Awadh, Caption: Hassan, 65, receives WFP food assistance in 

Abs district, Hajjah governorate 
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Situation Update  

Economic Situation 

• On 27 July, the Yemeni Riyal (YER), for the first time, 

reached a record low of 1,000 YER/USD 1 in areas under 

the Internationally Recognized Government of Yemen 

(IRG). At the end of July, the YER had lost some 79 percent 

of its value in areas under the IRG compared to pre-crisis 

levels. Meanwhile, the YER remains stable in the areas 

under Sana’a-based authorities and averaged YER 

597/USD 1 in July 2021, approximately the same as in 

January 2020. Compared to pre-crisis levels, the YER has 

lost 64 percent of its value in areas under the Sana’a-

based authorities.  

• In the areas under the Sana’a-based authorities, the 

Yemen Petroleum Company (YPC) continued to provide 

gasoline at their stations during July. In July, only one fuel 

vessels has completed the discharge of 29,066 metric 

tonnes (mt) of fuel at Al Hodeidah port, while a total of 

three vessels carrying 47,284 mt of fuel continue to be 

held in the Saudi-led Coalition (SLC) holding area. While 

there was no major interruption to WFP’s operation due 

to the fuel crisis, a one-two days delay is still reported at 

district level where fuel was not always available.   

Food Security Situation 

• On 30 July, WFP and FAO released their latest “Hunger 

In Numbers 
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Highlights 

• WFP targeted 11.3 million people in Yemen with 

General Food Assistance in July.  

• Key economic indicators continue their decline, 

with the Yemeni riyal (YER) hitting a record low of 

YER 1,000/USD 1 in southern Yemen.  

• The economic decline is driving continued food 

insecurity: A WFP-FAO food security outlook 

analysis notes Yemen as a “highest alert level” 

hotspot, with a further deterioration of the food 

security situation likely over the coming months. 

• Hostilities continue in Ma’rib governorate, 

displacing 24,800 people by the end of July. 

• 7,058 confirmed cumulative cases of COVID-19 

had been reportd in Yemen as of the end of July.  

Contact info: Daniel Arukwe Johansen (daniel.johansen@wfp.org) 

Country Representative and Country Director: Laurent Bukera  

Further information:  www.wfp.org/countries/yemen  

 

11.3 million people targeted  

July 2021 (general food assistance) 

WFP Yemen Interim Country Strategic Plan (ICSP)  

55% 45% 

https://www.wfp.org/publications/hunger-hotspots-fao-wfp-early-warnings-acute-food-insecurity-august-november-2021
https://reliefweb.int/report/yemen/yemen-humanitarian-response-plan-2021-march-2021-enar
https://reliefweb.int/report/yemen/yemen-humanitarian-response-plan-2021-march-2021-enar
https://www.wfp.org/operations/ye01-yemen-interim-country-strategic-plan-2019-2021
https://www.wfp.org/operations/ye01-yemen-interim-country-strategic-plan-2019-2021
mailto:daniel.johansen@wfp.org
http://www.wfp.org/countries/yemen
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Hotspots” early warning analysis. The analysis notes 

Yemen as one of five “highest alert level” hotspots. WFP 

projects that from August to November 2021, the factors 

that drive food insecurity suggest a further deterioration 

is likely, as the economic decline will continue to affect 

people’s purchasing power and access to food. 

Security Situation 

• The military escalation in Ma’rib governorate that started 

in February continued in July and had led to the 

displacement of more than 24,800 people by the end of 

July.  

• As of July 2021, WFP is assisting approximately 516,500 

people in Ma’rib governorate with food assistance, 

including 35,000 newly displaced people now enrolled in 

WFP’s general food assistance-activity.  

Floods 

• Heavy rains over the coastal Tehama plains during July 

has triggered flash floods that have inundated vast 

swathes of land. Initial reports indicates that around 

7,766 households have been affected by floods in a 

number of governorates. The full extent of the floods and 

their impact is not yet determined as the heavy rains 

continue and assessments are still ongoing. WFP stands 

ready to respond if needed. 

COVID-19 

• Yemen’s COVID-19 vaccination campaign, which started 

on 20 April, is ongoing. As of the end of July, around 

311,500 doses had been administered in the areas under 

the IRG. In the areas under the Sana’a-based authorities, 

the vaccination campaign that started in mid-June 

continued in July. The 10,000 vaccine doses available will 

only target healthcare workers at this stage. As of the end 

of July, over 600 WFP staff and their dependents have 

been vaccinated under the UN staff vaccination 

campaign. 

WFP Response 

• Under the July cycle, WFP targeted 11.3 million people 

with food assistance. Of these, 7.8 million people were 

targeted with in-kind food assistance, over 2.3 million 

people with commodity vouchers and more than 1.2 

million people with cash-based transfers.  

• Targeting and biometric registration activities in Yemen 

continued throughout July. By the end of July, over 1.8 

million beneficiaries in the IRG areas have been 

biometrically registered. In areas under the Sana’a-based 

authorities, following the start of biometric registration 

activities in Sana’a city in November 2020, WFP launched 

the provision of general food assistance through cash 

transfers. Around 118,600 people have had their biodata 

digitized into SCOPE, and nearly 52,000 people are 

biometrically registered and enrolled for cash assistance. 

The exercise was completed on 15 July, thereby 

concluding the first phase. 

Livelihood and Resilience Projects 

• In July, WFP reached over 88,600 beneficiaries with cash 

transfers for their participation in food assistance for 

assets (FFA). The participants worked in rehabilitating and 

constructing 211 assets during the month, including rural 

road rehabilitation, water harvesting schemes and 

agricultural projects.  

• A new food assistance for training (FFT) project started in 

July in Sana’a City governorate targeting 250 women and 

youth. A total of 250 participants have started a six-

months training cycle. The trainings cover different topics 

including management trainings, food preservations and 

production, incense and perfumes production.  The 

participants will be handed over start-up grants after 

completing the required trainings and assessments 

successfully. 

 

School Feeding Programme 

• No distributions were conducted during July as schools 

are closed for the summer break. The academic year 

(2021-2022) is scheduled to begin in mid-August. 

 

Nutrition Assistance 

• In July, WFP reached over 234,800 beneficiaries, 89,500 

children aged 6 to 59 months and 145,300 pregnant and 

lactating women and girls (PLWG), with its Targeted 

Supplementary Feeding Programme (TSFP) to treat 

moderate acute malnutrition (MAM). For MAM 

prevention, WFP reached 640,900 children aged 6 to 23 

months and 678,100 PLWG with its Blanket 

Supplementary Feeding Programme (BSFP).  

 

Supply Chain 

• Under the July distribution cycle, WFP dispatched around 

97,900 mt of mixed food commodities under the in-kind 

general food assistance activitiy, and around 6,000 mt of 

the monthly requirements were dispatched under the 

nutrition activity. Under the July cycle of commodity 

vouchers, around 29,300 mt of food commodities have 

been dispatched and delivered by WFP-contracted 

wholesalers. 

• Shipping operations brought 121,000 mt of break bulk 

cereals and wheat flour into the country in July. Shipping 

also received 455 containers holding over 9,500 mt of 

mixed commodities.  

Clusters and Common Services 

Food Security and Agriculture Cluster (FSAC)  

• During July, FSAC revamped its monthly response 

products to include interactive maps that allow partners 

to get detailed district level information regarding gaps, 

needs and modalities of response. Additionally, FSAC 

convened a national cluster meeting where discussions 

were conducted on setting the Minimum Food Basket 

(MFB) cash/voucher values based on household size. 

 

Logistics Cluster 

• In July, the Logistics Cluster has received around 2,450 m3 

of cargo in common storage on behalf of three partners 

and transported by road over 2,400 m3 of cargo on behalf 

of two partners. 

• Through its different activities, the Logistics Cluster 

supported 25 partners during July. 

https://www.wfp.org/publications/hunger-hotspots-fao-wfp-early-warnings-acute-food-insecurity-august-november-2021
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Emergency Telecommunications Cluster (ETC) 

• The ETC completed the support of expanding the Internet 

connectivity services to WHO’s new guesthouse in Aden.  

Bilateral Service Provision (BSP) 

• In July, BSP delivered around 1.5 million litres of fuel to 

WHO and UNICEF to support the uninterrupted services 

of hospitals and local water and sanitation services. 

Additionally, BSP continued to extend its support to 

partners by shipping over 393 m3 of medical supplies by 

sea on behalf of UN agencies. Around 60,500 litres of fuel 

were delivered to INGOs and UN facilities. 

 

 
 

Resourcing Update 

• Based on Yemen ICSP, WFP urgently needs an additional 

USD 470.4 million to ensure operations can continue 

unimpeded over the next six months:  
 

Activity Funding requirement 

General Food Assistance 379.3 million  

Nutrition  48.9 million  

School Feeding  5.7 million 

Livelihoods 25 million 

UNHAS 9.3 million  

Logistics Cluster 2.2 million  

Emergency Telecommunications Cluster - 
 

 

 

1 The total number of people assisted per month implies an almost complete overlap between all activities. 
2 Note that July distributions are still ongoing at the time of writing – figures as of 15 August.  
3 Nutrition Prevention and Treatment figures are based on dispatches.  

 

WFP would like to thank all government donors, UN funds, and  

private sector donors for their contributions to the Yemen ICSP in 2021:

 
 

  
 

 

    
  

  
 

  

 

   
 

  

Contacts:  
WFP Representative and Country Director: Laurent BUKERA | Operational Information Management Yemen: Daniel Arukwe JOHANSEN 

(daniel.johansen@wfp.org), Waad ALMAQALEH (waad.almaqaleh@wfp.org) | Food Security Cluster: Gordon DUDI (gordon.dudi@fao.org) | 

Logistics Cluster: Martin BETTELLEY (martin.bettelley@wfp.org) | Emergency Telecommunications Cluster: Wali NOOR (wali.noor@wfp.org).  
 

WFP Yemen 2019-2021 Interim Country Strategic Plan (ICSP) 

  
Total  

Requirements  

(in US$) 

Total Received 

6-Month  

Net Funding Requirements 

(Aug 2021 – Jan 2022) 

People Assisted 

(July 2021) 
Female Male 

ICSP TOTAL1 (2019 –2021) 6.73 b 4.15 b 470.4 m 10,906,093 5,357,073 5,549,020 

General Food Assistance2    10,496,5972 5,155,929 5,340,669 

School Meals    - - - 

Livelihoods    88,592 43,516 45,076 

Nutrition (Prevention)3    1,319,014 992,170 326,844 

Nutrition (Treatment)3    234,782 189,154 45,628 

mailto:daniel.johansen@wfp.org
mailto:waad.almaqaleh@wfp.org
mailto:gordon.dudi@fao.org
mailto:martin.bettelley@wfp.org
mailto:wali.noor@wfp.org


 


