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Washmgton Center for Yemeni Studms

Dear Honorable Member of Congress

On behalf of the Yemeni American Community, thank you for meeting with the Washington
Center for Yemeni Studies’ (WCYS) delegation for this year's 2nd National Yemen Advocacy
Day on Capitol Hill.

WCYS is a research center and dedicated platform for open dialogue, knowledge sharing, and
civic engagement. We are the advocates at the forefront. Through our varied initiatives, we
aim to facilitate a more inclusive future for Yemenis everywhere; WCYS amplifies Yemeni
voices, fosters understanding of Yemen, and bridges the gap between communities and
decision-makers.

Believing in the values of our democracy and the importance of political activism, WCYS
organizes and hosts the National Yemen Advocacy Day on Capitol Hill to connect national,
regional, and local Yemeni American community members with their elected representatives
in Congress. This one-day advocacy event draws over one hundred Yemeni American
delegates from 20 States across the nation. By meeting your state’s WCYS delegation, you
hear from local Yemeni American community members’ concerns about:

The Strategic Imperative of Sustaining a U.S. Envoy Office for Yemen:
Maintaining a deeper understanding of Yemen and the important pro-
democratic players is in the best interest of stability and democracy in Yemen

Addressing Violations in Yemen: A call for comprehensive international
response to address Houthis human rights violations within any context of
humanitarian assistance.

Expanding Consular Services for Yemeni Americans Globally: Alleviating
hardships on the Yemeni-American community and strengthening US-Yemen
ties.

Balancing Humanitarian and Sustainable Development Assistance in Yemen:
Ensuring Sustainable Development via Humanitarian Support in Yemen.

Included in this congressional leave-behind handbook are copies of WCYS's congressional
fact sheets that further explore the above-mentioned policy issues.

Thank you again for meeting with the Yemeni American delegation of your constituents.

We look forward to engaging with your office in the coming weeks and months ahead to
discuss how you can best support these and other issues important to the Yemeni American
community.

Respectfully yours,

Abdulsamad Elfgeeh
President



On Advocacy Day last year, we highlighted the critical need to grasp the detrimental role of
the Houthi militia in Yemen and the broader region. We pressed for a nuanced approach that
acknowledges the Houthis' destructive influence and the profound, long-term repercussions
for Yemen's society and its neighbors. The Houthis' power has only continued to grow, and
recent developments underscore the escalating challenge they pose to the international
community. The Houthis' recent attacks on the Red Sea have further destabilized the region,
threatening maritime security and exacerbating the humanitarian crisis. The international
community must respond decisively to these provocations while also focusing on Yemen's
internal stability and carefully weighing the consequences to ensure a comprehensive and
sustainable resolution. Congressional involvement and understanding of this issue are crucial
for fostering a balanced regional peace and stability approach.!

In this context, the role of the U.S. Special Envoy Office for Yemen is pivotal. The office is
essential for navigating Yemen's complex political and humanitarian landscape, allowing the
U.S. to engage effectively with Yemeni political entities and regional partners. By maintaining
a dedicated diplomatic presence, the U.S. can ensure that its foreign policy is informed by
real-time insights and local dynamics. The Envoy's work in fostering diplomatic engagement,
supporting peace initiatives, and adapting U.S. strategies to evolving situations is crucial for
promoting stability and democracy in Yemen. This dedicated focus helps address the root
causes of conflict and mitigates the humanitarian crisis, thereby supporting broader regional
security and U.S. strategic interests.

Over the past years, the international community has strategically directed its efforts toward
influencing pivotal actors like Saudi Arabia, the United States, and the United Arab Emirates
to adopt more responsible behavior and uphold accountability. This concerted focus has
yielded measurable advancements in their adherence to human rights standards and their
overall conduct? . However, it is imperative to recognize that these efforts have not
consistently curbed human rights violations by the Houthis. In some instances, they
inadvertently bolstered the group's standing. A prime example of this counterproductive
dynamic was the earlier rescission of the terrorism designation of the Houthi movement.
Although recent advocacy has led to their re-designation as a terrorist organization, this was
only after significant pressure for their role as a malign regional actor rather than for their
stringent ideology and anti-Americanism. This delayed response underscores a persistent
failure to fully comprehend the multifaceted threat posed by the Houthis and the danger
they post for the future of Yemen.?

1. U.S. Congressional Research Service, Yemen: Civil War and Regional Intervention https://fas.org/sgp/crs/mideast/R43960.pdf

2. Amnesty International, Arms Suspension and Human Rights https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2020/06/usa-yemen-
moratorium

3. For Yemen'S Houthis, The Status Quo Is The Key To Power". 2023. Middle East Institute.
https://www.mei.edu/publications/yemens-houthis-status-quo-key-power.
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Last year, we advocated for a balanced approach, emphasizing the importance of
mMaintaining pressure on all external actors for accountability while strategically addressing
Houthi influence. We called for a comprehensive strategy involving continued diplomatic
negotiations, strong pressure for adherence to international law and human rights norms,
and a concerted international effort to hold all parties to the conflict accountable. This year,
however, it is crucial to emphasize that this balanced approach must prioritize Yemen first.
Working closely with Yemeni actors to maximize influence is essential for achieving a
sustainable resolution and ensuring that the interests and well-being of the Yemeni people
are at the forefront of international efforts.

Prioritizing Yemen's Stability

The actions of the Houthi movement continue to have profound regional implications, posing
potential threats to international security, including that of the United States. Their
unpredictable conduct, compounded by their connection to the Islamic Republic of Iran,
remains a significant concern.“

Influenced by an Iranian model of social mobilization during the Houthi leadership's time in
Qom in the 1990s°>, the movement has since maintained a consistent connection with the
Islamic Republic. While the Houthi movement originated within Yemen's historical and
societal context, substantial evidence indicates that the group operates predominantly under
Iran's influence, aligning with Tehran's regional strategy. This alignment is not a recent
development; the Houthis' connection to Iran traces back to their inception and formative
years. The Houthi movement has maintained a consistent relationship with the Islamic
Republic.®7

In the current geopolitical landscape, the Houthis are a significant instrument of Iran's
regional strategy, serving Iranian interests extensively. Thus, the Houthi movement can be
viewed as an extension of Iranian influence, reflecting a deep-seated and enduring alignment.
Iran's support for the Houthis, including providing resources that destabilize the region, is
well-documented. However, severing this relationship entirely might be unrealistic, given the
existing geopolitical dynamics. Iran's strategic objectives in Yemen should, therefore, remain a
critical point of concern for policymakers. 2

4. Washington Institute, Houthis and the U.S.: A History of Ambiguity https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-
analysis/houthis-and-us-history-ambiguity

5. Hummel, Kristina. 2018. "The Houthi War Machine: From Guerrilla War To State Capture - Combating Terrorism Center At West
Point". Combating Terrorism Center At West Point. https://ctc.westpoint.edu/houthi-war-machine-guerrilla-war-state-capture/
6. Iran's Role in Yemen and prospects for peace https://www.mei.edu/publications/irans-role-yemen-and-prospects-peace

7. Iran's Increasing Support for the Houthis in Yemen, The Washington Institute https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-
analysis/irans-increasing-support-houthis-yemen

8. Reuters: Iran's Steps up support for the Houthis https://www.reuters.com/article/us-yemen-iran-houthis/exclusive-iran-steps-up-
support-for-houthis-in-yemens-war-sources-idUSKBN16S22R



The United States has, at times, overlooked the intricate internal dynamics of Yemen, focusing
instead on broader regional strategies. However, with the recent U.S. intervention targeting
Houthi military positions, it is imperative to realign priorities to put Yemen at the forefront.
This necessitates ensuring that the interests and well-being of the Yemeni people are central
to international efforts. A holistic approach, integrating robust diplomatic negotiations,
unwavering pressure for adherence to international law and human rights norms, and a
coordinated international effort to bolster Yemeni governance is crucial. Only through such a
comprehensive strategy can a sustainable resolution to the conflict be achieved, ultimately
fostering stability and peace in the region. o

Houthis Terrorism Designation: Navigating
Complex Realities

The Houthi movement has engaged in actions that have raised considerable international
concern, including targeting civilians, recruiting child soldiers, and obstructing humanitarian
aid. Their aggressive conduct, particularly missile attacks on Saudi Arabia, has significantly
destabilized the region. The group's close relationship with Iran’s IRGC, known for its
controversial activities, which include providing weapons and military training, has further
complicated the regional landscape.

The designation of the Houthis as a Specially Designated Global Terrorist (SDGT) entity
underscores the international community's commitment to accountability. Such a move may
serve as a deterrent to other groups considering similar tactics. However, it is also crucial to
address concerns about the potential impact on humanitarian aid delivery. Mechanisms and
exemptions ensure that essential assistance continues to reach those in need, balancing the
need for security with humanitarian imperatives.

Any shifts in the Houthis' behavior, such as halting attacks on the Red Sea, must be carefully
evaluated. It is important not to rush into lifting the designation without considering the
broader implications. Respect for Yemen’'s complex internal dynamics and the nuanced role
the Houthis play both within the country and in their relationship with Iran is essential.

The international community must remain vigilant and adaptable, ensuring that policies are
informed by a comprehensive understanding of these factors. By balancing firm
accountability measures with strategic diplomacy, we can better navigate the intricacies of
this conflict and work towards fostering long-term stability and peace in the region.

9. "Paths To Recovery In Yemen". 2023. United States Institute Of Peace. https://www.usip.org/events/paths-
recovery-yemen.



Enhancing Humanitarian Coordination and
Accountability in Yemen

The conflict in Yemen has precipitated an immediate humanitarian crisis and severely compromised
the nation's long-term development. Decimated sectors, particularly electricity and water
infrastructure, have exacerbated living conditions and increased the humanitarian burden. This dire
situation underscores the need for a balanced approach integrating immediate humanitarian aid with
long-term development assistance.

Investing in Yemen's infrastructure, especially in electricity and water, is essential not only for
rebuilding but for fundamentally transforming Yemeni society. This dual focus aims to decrease
humanitarian needs and enhance the quality of life. Congressional action and State Department
initiatives should reflect this priority to ensure that U.S. aid meets immediate needs while fostering
long-term resilience and development in Yemen.

Exclusively focusing on humanitarian aid without addressing underlying infrastructure challenges has
significant consequences. Immediate assistance is crucial for survival, but it is temporary and does not
address the root causes of the crisis. This leads to persistent dependency, inadequate services, and a
cycle of poverty. Moreover, without robust infrastructure, Yemen remains vulnerable to conflict and
natural disasters, prolonging the crisis.

Complicating this situation is the conduct of the Houthi movement. Despite ongoing humanitarian
efforts, the Houthis continue to divert resources towards military activities, neglecting essential public
services and infrastructure. Their actions, including the siphoning of aid, difficulty in negotiations,
kidnapping of UN and NDI staff, and increased interference in organizational operations, have created
a hostile environment that has forced many organizations to shut down operations around Houthi-
controlled areas, further straining humanitarian efforts. This exploitation severely compromises the
well-being of the Yemeni population.

To address these issues, diplomatic channels and sustained pressure are essential to demand greater
accountability from the Houthi leadership. Ensuring adherence to human rights norms and improving
public service delivery are critical steps towards alleviating the crisis and fostering stability in Yemen.
The challenges presented by the Houthis underscore the need for a recalibrated approach that
prioritizes the needs and rights of the Yemeni people, ensuring that international efforts are effectively
coordinated and impactful.

By adopting a comprehensive strategy that addresses both immediate and long-term needs, the
international commmunity can help stabilize Yemen and promote a brighter, more resilient future for its
people. This balanced strategy is vital for alleviating current suffering and building a foundation for
sustainable recovery and growth.

Supporting Yemen's government in its attempts to build capacity, improve governance, and meet the
needs of its people is an essential pathway toward a more stable Yemen. Through its legislative power
and influence, Congress can play a critical role in enabling these efforts. A more robust and self-reliant
Yemen would ultimately be less susceptible to external manipulations and could significantly
contribute to a more balanced and stable region.



Recommendations

Increase awareness and congressional understanding
of the actors' involvement in Yemen’'s war and their
broad long-term aims for the United States, the region,
and Yemen

e Diplomatic Engagement: Continued diplomatic engagement, facilitated through
the U.S. Special Envoy Office and the U.S. Embassy, is essential for addressing the
conflict in Yemen. However, engagement with the Houthis must be handled
carefully to avoid empowering them and entrenching their control in Yemen and
the region. It is crucial to understand the impact of U.S. policies on the Houthis'
positioning and self-image. The U.S. Envoy Office and the Embassy play pivotal
roles in ensuring that engagement strategies are well-informed and nuanced.
Diplomatic efforts should focus on negotiating ceasefires, facilitating
humanitarian aid access, and mediating peace talks while ensuring that such
engagements do not inadvertently strengthen the Houthis' influence.

e Holistic Understanding: A comprehensive understanding of the Houthi
movement is critical, encompassing its historical origins, motivations, and
international ties, particularly with Iran. This insight must go beyond their regional
and Red Sea impact to also include the internal threats they pose within Yemen.
Such a nuanced understanding should underpin the development of effective
engagement and mitigation strategies, ultimately ensuring a more secure
environment for both Yemenis and Americans. By fully grasping the multifaceted
nature of the Houthis, policymakers can craft more informed and strategic
responses that address the root causes of instability and promote long-term peace
and security. 10

e Supporting Good Governance: Empowering Yemen's pro-democratic institutions
fosters stability and development. Congress must build upon Yemen's existing
pluralistic culture by recognizing and supporting its diverse political entities. By
appreciating the potential within Yemen's multifaceted political landscape,
policymakers can facilitate more effective and realistic discussions around
humanitarian and political issues. This approach not only promotes democratic
values but also enhances the legitimacy and functionality of Yemen's governance
structures. Acknowledging the diverse political spectrum allows for
comprehensive engagement and the development of inclusive strategies and
representatives of Yemen's population, ultimately contributing to a more stable
and prosperous future for Yemen.

10. Weekly Briefing: It will take more than a Saudi-lranian rapproachment to resolve the Yemeni Conflict". 2023.
Middle East Institute. https://www.mei.edu/blog/weekly-briefing-turkey-looks-set-greater-instability-erdogan-wins-
reelection#alasrar.



Recommendations

Violations Inside Yemen: Comprehensive International
Response Needed

Houthis' serious human rights abuses, including arbitrary detentions, forced
disappearances, recruitment of child soldiers, attacks on civilians, and
obstruction of humanitarian aid, have severely impacted Yemen's civil,
political, and economic frameworks. There is an urgent need for a robust
international mechanism to enforce accountability for the militia. Prioritizing
the enforcement of international laws and protecting human rights within
Yemen is crucial for meaningful resolution. This approach should include
imposing sanctions on those responsible for abuses, supporting Yemeni pro-
democratic organizations, increasing humanitarian aid, and ensuring
coordinated diplomatic and relief efforts. Addressing these issues is essential
not only for immediate peace but also for Yemen's long-term stability and
recovery, fostering an environment where civil society can flourish and the
rights of all Yemeni citizens are respected.

Balancing Humanitarian and Sustainable Development
Assistance in Yemen

 Immediate and Long-Term Needs: The conflict in Yemen has created an
urgent humanitarian crisis and decimated critical infrastructure like
electricity and water. This underscores the need for a balanced approach
that integrates immediate humanitarian aid with long-term development
assistance. Investing in these sectors is essential not just for rebuilding but
for fundamentally transforming Yemeni society, reducing dependency on
aid, and improving quality of life.

» Effective Use of U.S. Aid: Congressional and State Department initiatives
must reflect this dual priority, ensuring that U.S. aid addresses both
immediate needs and fosters long-term resilience and development.
Robust monitoring and accountability measures are essential to oversee
the deployment of U.S. aid, ensuring funds are used effectively and projects
deliver tangible improvements for the Yemeni people.




Recommendations

Expanding Consular Services for Yemeni Americans
Globally

e Improve Global Consular Access: Yemeni Americans face significant
challenges due to the lack of US. consular services in Yemen, often
requiring costly and risky travel to distant locations like Djibouti for
essential services. Expanding consular services to allow access through any
U.S. consulate worldwide would alleviate these logistical and financial
burdens, facilitate family reunification, and support the needs of Yemeni
American citizens and their families more effectively.

» Enhance Online Consular Services: Developing and expanding online
consular services can further reduce the need for in-person visits, making
essential consular services more accessible and efficient for Yemeni
Americans. This approach ensures that more procedures can be handled
digitally, providing greater convenience and support to the community.




First issue:

The Strategic Imperative of Sustaining
a U.S. Envoy Office for Yemen.

Maintaining a deeper understanding of Yemen and the important pro-democratic players is in the best
interest of stability and democracy in Yemen.

Overview

The U.S. Special Envoy to Yemen, currently led by Tim Lenderking, is indispensable in
defining U.S. policy and engagement in Yemen. Established to tackle the complex dynamics
of the Yemeni conflict and enhance U.S. diplomatic efforts, this office is pivotal in ensuring
that the U.S. not only maintains but also deepens its understanding of, and influence in,
Yemeni affairs. The continuation of this office is critical for adeptly managing ongoing
challenges and capitalizing on opportunities to foster peace and stability in the region.

The strategic importance of the U.S. Special Envoy to Yemen becomes even more
pronounced in an election year when diverse and potentially polarizing orientations
characterize the political landscape. In such a context, the bipartisan support for the role of
the U.S. Envoy is beneficial and necessary for maintaining continuity and stability in U.S.
foreign policy toward Yemen. The Envoy's role, effectively navigating the complexities of the
Yemeni conflict and fostering diplomatic engagement, helps ensure that U.S. policies remain
balanced and effective regardless of domestic political changes. This continuity is essential
for promoting peace and stability in Yemen and upholding the United States' commitments
to its strategic interests and the broader international community. The bipartisan nature of
the support for this office underscores its significance as a pillar of U.S. foreign policy that
transcends party lines and contributes to a coherent, stable international stance.

Prior to the establishment of the U.S. Envoy Office, the UN's approach to the Yemeni conflict
was perceived to have exacerbated the situation. The international body was criticized for its
lenient stance towards the militia, often conceding to their demands and inadvertently
undermining Yemeni voices opposed to the Houthis. This approach contributed to a skewed
perception of the Houthis as victims rather than as significant contributors to the conflict.
However, with firsthand insights from the U.S. Envoy Office, the United States has provided a

more balanced and clearer picture of the Houthi violations and the dangers they pose.




Washmgton Center for Yemeni Stuches

The reinstatement of a dedicated U.S. Envoy Office for Yemen transcends mere diplomatic
formality; it is a strategic necessity. It enables the United States to engage more deeply in
Yemen's complex political environment, enhancing America's ability to influence positive
outcomes and support sustainable peace and stability. This initiative also underscores the
U.S.'s commitment to a proactive foreign policy.

Bipartisan support for the U.S. Special Envoy to Yemen is essential. By endorsing the U.S.
Envoy's efforts, members of Congress demonstrate their commitment to a balanced and
effective foreign policy that prioritizes diplomatic engagement and conflict resolution. Such
bipartisan support is crucial for promoting U.S. interests and contributing to global security,
facilitating crucial outreach to Yemeni community leaders and key regional players.

Core Issues

Deepening Political Understanding and Engagement

A US. Envoy Office focused on Yemen would significantly strengthen America's
capacity to engage with Yemeni political entities and regional partners. The U.S.
Envoy Office conducted outreach efforts with the Yemeni community in the U.S. and
abroad to widen the understanding of the political landscape. The office is directly
engaged with all parties involved in the Yemeni conflict. Such engagement is vital for
formulating effective U.S. policies that promote peace and stability in the region. This
role is also pivotal in articulating U.S. foreign policy objectives clearly and effectively to
Yemeni partners and adversaries alike.

Strategic Benelits of an Envoy Office

Enhanced Diplomatic Leverage: The Envoy Office provides the U.S. with critical
leverage in diplomatic discussions and negotiations, helping to steer outcomes that
align with U.S. strategic interests and promote regional security.

Improved Policy Accuracy: Continuous, on-the-ground insights enable the US. to
adapt its strategies to the realities in Yemen, enhancing the effectiveness and
relevance of its foreign policy initiatives.

Strengthened Regional Stability: Active U.S. involvement, facilitated by the Envoy
Office, is crucial given Yemen'’s strategic significance in Middle Eastern geopolitics.
This engagement supports broader efforts to maintain regional stability.

Support for Peace Processes: The Envoy plays a key role in supporting and
mediating peace initiatives, ensuring that peace agreements are comprehensive,
inclusive, and sustainable.
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WCYS Call to Action

Given the complexity and volatility of the Yemeni political landscape, the
U.S. must reestablish a specialized diplomatic presence focusing solely on
Yemen. We urge the U.S. government to consider the strategic benefits
of such an initiative, recognizing that an informed and active U.S. role is
essential for navigating the challenges and opportunities presented by
the current situation in Yemen.

Urging Continued Funding and Support

We call on policymakers and the public to continue their support for the U.S.
Special Envoy to Yemen by ensuring the office receives the necessary funding
and resources. This role is crucial not only for the strategic interests of the
United States but also for the humanitarian benefits it brings to the Yemeni
people. The Special Envoy's office is pivotal in navigating the complex
dynamics of the Yemeni conflict and promoting sustainable peace.

Bipartisan Endorsement

The WCYS appeals to all legislators, regardless of party affiliation, to support
the U.S. Special Envoy to Yemen. This role transcends partisan politics, offering
substantial benefits such as peace, stability, and enhanced diplomatic
relations. A unified endorsement from Congress will reinforce the US.s
commitment to a balanced and effective foreign policy.

Public Awareness and Engagement

WCYS is leading public awareness campaigns to educate and inform the
public about the successes and ongoing necessity of the U.S. Special Envoy's
role in Yemen. Through testimonials, detailed reports, and firsthand accounts,
we aim to build a robust case to continue this vital position. Engage with us as
we bring these stories to the forefront, highlighting the critical impact of the
Envoy's work.



Second issue:

Addressing Violations Inside Yemen: A Call
for Comprehensive International Response

Houthis human rights violations need to be addressed within any context of humanitarian assistance.

Overview

The ongoing conflict in Yemen, which initially began as a local power struggle, has escalated
into a significant geopolitical crisis. The Houthi militia, a key player in the conflict, has been
identified as a primary aggressor. The report underlines the serious human rights abuses
committed by the Houthis, which include but are not limited to arbitrary detentions, forced
disappearances, recruitment of child soldiers, attacks on civilians, and obstruction of
humanitarian aid. These actions have severely impacted Yemen's civil, political, and
economic frameworks, contributing to widespread suffering and instability.

The international community's response to these violations is fragmented and insufficient.
This ineffectiveness highlights the urgent need for a more robust international mechanism to
address these violations comprehensively and enforce accountability. The failure to
effectively challenge the Houthis' actions not only perpetuates the current humanitarian
crisis but also undermines any potential for a sustainable peace process in the region.

For a meaningful resolution to the crisis, it is imperative that the international community
prioritizes the enforcement of international laws and the protection of human rights within
Yemen. This approach should include imposing sanctions on individuals responsible for
human rights abuses, supporting the legitimate Yemeni government, increasing
humanitarian aid, and ensuring that all diplomatic and relief efforts are coordinated and
effective. The goal should be not only the immediate restoration of peace but also the long-
term stability and recovery of Yemen, fostering an environment where civil society can
flourish and the rights of all Yemeni citizens are respected.

The extensive human rights violations by the Houthis necessitate this profound and
sustained international response. Addressing these issues is crucial not only for the
immediate restoration of peace but also for the long-term stability and recovery of Yemen.
Ensuring that human rights are central to the conflict resolution process is essential for
achieving a just and lasting peace.
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Core Issues

Violations of Civil and Political Liberties

Since their rise to power in 2014, the Houthis have systematically eroded civil and
political liberties in Yemen. They have dismantled democratic processes, suppressed
freedom of expression through coercion of the media, and carried out violent acts
against journalists. Educational institutions have not been spared; they have been
transformed into tools for ideological indoctrination, with curricula modified to
propagate Houthi ideologies and educators replaced by those loyal to their cause.

Targeted Abuses Against Vulnerable Populations

The Houthis have committed egregious violations against vulnerable groups

e Children: There have been over 65000 recorded violations against children,
including forced recruitment, direct attacks, and systematic displacement, starkly
contravening international child protection norms.

¢ Women: Women have faced a spectrum of violence from the Houthis, including
sexual violence, targeted killings, and systemic abductions, utilized as tools of war
to terrorize communities.

e Educators, Activists, and Journalists: These groups have been specifically targeted
to suppress dissent and control the narrative, which is crucial for maintaining
Houthi dominance.

Economic Exploitation and Property Violations

The Houthis have also engaged in significant economic exploitation, seizing
properties and funds from opponents, which has severely impacted Yemen's
economic stability and individual livelihoods. This strategy extends to
commandeering economic institutions and redirecting resources to consolidate
Houthi control over Yemen.

Institutional Manipulation and Ideological Enforcement
The Houthis have manipulated institutions to enforce their ideology, particularly
through the educational system, ensuring long-term influence over Yemeni society.

This institutional manipulation serves not only to fortify their control but also to
reshape societal norms and values according to their governance model.

Inadequate International Response

The current international response to the Houthi violations in Yemen has been
insufficient, with mechanisms in place failing to curtail or address the human rights
abuses effectively. This report calls for urgently enhancing international legal
mechanisms to hold the Houthis accountable.
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WCYS Call to Action

The international community must take decisive action to confront the
significant human rights violations committed by the Houthis in Yemen. This
requires a coordinated effort across governments, international organizations,
and human rights bodies to implement and enforce stronger sanctions and
legal measures against the Houthis.

Enhanced Legal Mechanisms: Implement targeted sanctions on Houthi
leaders and entities involved in human rights abuses to pressure
compliance with international normes.

Comprehensive Support to Yemeni Pro-Democratic Organizations
Support Yemeni civil society initiatives aimed at rebuilding societal
structures and promoting peace and stability, including local
organizations in Yemen and the internationally recognized government
of Yemen.



Third issue:

Balancing Humanitarian and Sustainable
Development Assistance in Yemen

Ensuring Sustainable Development via Humanitarian Support in Yemen

Overview

The conflict in Yemen has created an immediate humanitarian crisis and severely
compromised the nation's long-term development. Critical sectors like electricity and
water infrastructure have been decimated, significantly worsening living conditions
and increasing the humanitarian burden on Yemen's government. This situation
underscores the critical need for a balanced approach integrating immediate
humanitarian aid with long-term development assistance.

Investing in Yemen's infrastructure—specifically in the electricity and water sectors—
is not just about rebuilding what has been lost; it is about fundamentally
transforming the landscape of Yemeni society to ensure a decrease in humanitarian
needs and an increase in quality of life. Congressional action and State Department
initiatives must reflect this dual priority to ensure that U.S. aid not only meets
immediate needs but also fosters long-term resilience and development for Yemen.
This approach will ensure that taxpayer money is used effectively and that the
support provided to Yemen is both sustainable and impactful.

To effectively support Yemen, congressional bills and actions by the State
Department must prioritize investments in Yemen's critical infrastructure. Enhancing
the electricity and water sectors is not merely a matter of convenience but a necessity
that can dramatically improve the lives of the Yemeni people. By stabilizing these
essential services, we can reduce the ongoing dependency on humanitarian aid and

lay the groundwork for sustainable development.
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Core Issues

Impact of a Humanitarian-Only Focus on Yemenis

Focusing exclusively on humanitarian aid without addressing the underlying infrastructure
challenges in Yemen has significant consequences for the Yemeni population. While
immediate humanitarian assistance is crucial for survival, it is inherently temporary and does

not address the root causes of the crisis. This approach results in:

Persistent Dependency: Yemenis remain reliant on continuous humanitarian aid,
which can fluctuate based on international political climates and donor fatigue,
leading to inconsistent and unreliable support.

Deteriorating Living Conditions: Without robust infrastructure, essential services like
electricity and clean water remain inadequate. This exacerbates public health issues, hinders
education, and stifles economic opportunities, trapping Yemenis in a cycle of poverty and
hardship.

Limited Long-Term Solutions: Humanitarian aid provides immediate relief but does not
contribute to sustainable development. Without investing in infrastructure, there is no
foundation for long-term recovery and growth, leaving the country vulnerable to future crises.

Increased Vulnerability: The lack of stable infrastructure makes Yemen more
susceptible to the impacts of ongoing conflict and natural disasters. This heightened
vulnerability further strains humanitarian resources and prolongs the crisis.

WCYS Call to Action

As we confront Yemen's profound challenges, WCYS calls on the United States Congress and the State
Department to adopt a holistic approach to aid that balances immediate humanitarian needs with
critical long-term development. This balanced strategy is crucial not only for alleviating current
suffering but also for building a foundation for sustainable recovery and growth. Examples of what
could be useful are as follows:

Legislative Support for Infrastructure Projects: Bills that are considered should avoid an
exclusive short-term humanitarian policy and allocate funds for sustainable initiatives,
including rebuilding Yemen's critical infrastructure, emphasizing the electricity and water
sectors. Sustainable technology and resilient infrastructure systems must be at the heart of
these initiatives.

Integrated Aid Framework: In considering humanitarian programs, WCYS urges the
development of integrated aid programs that provide immediate relief while simultaneously
laying the groundwork for long-term infrastructure improvements. This approach ensures
that aid efforts are both comprehensive and forward-looking.

Accountability and Transparency: Given the potential for aid to fall into the wrong hands in
conflict zones, we advocate for more robust monitoring and accountability measures must be
implemented to oversee the deployment of U.S. aid in Yemen, ensuring that funds are utilized
effectively and that projects deliver tangible improvements to the lives of the Yemeni people.



Fourth issue:

Expanding Consular Services for Yemeni
Americans Globally

Alleviating hardships on the Yemeni American community and strengthening US-Yemen ties

Overview

The Yemeni American community faces significant challenges due to the ongoing
conflict in Yemen, which complicates access to essential consular services needed to
process immigration and other services for their families. Currently, many Yemeni
Americans must undertake costly and risky travel to distant consulates to obtain
necessary documentation and support, imposing considerable logistical and financial
burdens. This situation is particularly strenuous for families seeking to reunite with
relatives who have settled or sought refuge from the conflict in countries like Egypt,
Jordan, Turkey, and Malaysia.

Given that there are no U.S. consular services in Yemen for Yemeni Americans, the
existing procedures often require these family members to travel to locations like
Djibouti to access U.S. consular services, as there are no direct consular services
available in many of the countries where Yemenis reside. This requirement
exacerbates the hardships these families face, making it difficult for them to support
their loved ones and navigate the complexities of immigration and other consular
needs.

To alleviate these difficulties, it is imperative to expand consular services for Yemeni
Americans globally. By offering consular services through U.S. consulates worldwide
without geographical restrictions, Yemeni Americans can access essential services
more conveniently wherever they are located. This approach would not only reduce
the need for costly and risky travel but also demonstrate a sensitive and supportive
U.S. foreign policy approach to the needs of its Yemeni American citizens and their

families abroad.
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Core Issues

With Yemen still embroiled in conflict, offering consular services through U.S.
consulates worldwide, without geographical restrictions, presents a practical solution.
This approach ensures that Yemeni Americans can access essential services more
conveniently, wherever they are, reducing the need for costly and risky travel to
distant consulates.

The Yemeni diaspora is extensive, spanning many countries, including Egypt, Jordan,
Turkey, and Malaysia, among others. This global dispersion means that many Yemeni
Americans have close family ties with relatives who have settled or sought refuge in
these nations. For these families in the United States, the process of petitioning for
immigration to help their relatives relocate to the US. is a pivotal concern. However,
current procedures often require these family members to travel to distant locations
like Djibouti to access U.S. consular services, as there are no direct consular services
available in many of the countries where Yemenis reside. This requirement imposes
significant hardships, logistical challenges, and financial burdens on these families,
complicating their efforts to reunite and support their loved ones. Ensuring more
accessible consular services in more locations would greatly alleviate these
difficulties, demonstrating a sensitive and supportive U.S. foreign policy approach to
the needs of its Yemeni American citizens and their families abroad. This would not
only aid in family reunification but also strengthen the cultural and social ties that

bind this diverse community.
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Strategic Benefits of Global Consular Services

Reduced Burdens on Yemeni Americans: Allowing Yemeni Americans to
access services from any U.S. consulate significantly decreases the
logistical and financial burdens currently faced by this community.

Strengthened U.S.-Yemeni Relations: Demonstrating solid commitment
to supporting Yemeni Americans reinforces bilateral ties with Yemen
and showcases U.S. support for its citizens globally.

WCYS Call to Action

Given the ongoing security challenges in Yemen, adopting a more flexible and
inclusive approach to consular services for Yemeni Americans is essential. We
propose the following actions:

Global Access to Consular Services: Enable Yemeni Americans to receive
support from any U.S. consulate worldwide, thus eliminating
geographical barriers.

Enhanced Online Services: Improve and expand online consular services
to allow more procedures to be handled digitally, reducing the need for
in-person visits and making services more accessible and efficient.
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The Washington Center for Yemeni Studies (WCYS) is a research center
and dedicated platform for open dialogue, knowledge sharing, and civic
engagement. Through our varied initiatives, we aim to facilitate a more
inclusive future for Yemenis everywhere; WCYS amplifies Yemeni voices,
fosters understanding of Yemen, and bridges the gap between
communities and decision-makers. Our mission is to bridge
understanding of Yemen's Yemen's political climate, humanitarian crisis,
and social inequities. We are a catalyst, amplifying Yemeni voices
through research, education, and community engagement to champion
justice, civil liberties, and a sustainable future in Yemen. We envision a
future where Yemenis are empowered to voice their aspirations and
shape their destiny, guided by informed solutions and woven with

understanding across communities.
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For more information about the Washington Center for Yemeni Studies
and National Yemen Advocacy Day, please visit:

WWW.WCYS.0rg
Fatima Abo Alasrar Marwa J Ghumrawi
Senior Policy Advisor Operations & Communications Manager
@ faboalasrar@wecys.org @ mghumrawi@wcys.org
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