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A Year of Amplifying Yemeni Voices

2023 WCYS
Annual Report

Stay informed, gain valuable insights,
and join the conversation on Yemen



Dear Friends of the Washington Center for Yemen Studies,

As the dust settles on another year, I find myself reflecting on the weight of the

Yemeni crisis, a burden shared by millions of innocent lives. Yet, amidst the

despair, there's a flicker of hope fueled by the unwavering spirit of the Yemeni

people and the dedication of organizations like ours, the Washington Center for

Yemen Studies (WCYS).

This year, WCYS wasn't just another observer on the sidelines. We were a voice,

a bridge, a lighthouse cutting through the fog of misinformation. We hosted

intimate gatherings where Yemeni voices resonated through the halls of

Congress, reminding policymakers of the human cost of their decisions. We

facilitated crucial discussions with international experts, their insights

illuminating the intricate dynamics of the conflict. And through our

engagement and reports, we armed decision-makers with knowledge, ensuring

their actions were guided not by fleeting interests but by the genuine needs of

the Yemeni people.

It wasn't just about statistics, analysis, and shared interests; it was about

stories. Stories of families torn apart, of dreams deferred, of resilience in the

face of unimaginable hardship. These stories, shared in hushed tones and

impassioned pleas, became our weapons against apathy and inaction.

Letter from The
President Abdulsamad Elfgeeh

President of WCYS
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Looking ahead, we at WCYS remain committed to advocating for Yemen’s

peace, stability, and prosperity. We'll delve deeper, uncovering the hidden

facets of the crisis. We'll amplify Yemeni voices, making them echo louder than

ever before. And we'll build bridges, connecting stakeholders across

continents, ensuring the world doesn't turn a blind eye to the suffering in

Yemen.

But we can't do it alone. Your support, your empathy, your unwavering belief in

the power of collective action – these are the fuel that propels us forward. With

your hand in ours, we can transform hope into a tangible reality where peace

and prosperity bloom in the fertile soil of Yemen.

Thank you for being a part of this journey. Together, let's rewrite the narrative,

one story, one action, one life at a time.

With gratitude and hope,

Abdulsamad Elfgeeh 
President



Our Story
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Yemeni Americans and communities worldwide often lack safe spaces to share

their experiences, perspectives, and demands. Mainstream narratives rarely

capture their complete picture, and vital information dissemination and co-

creation fall short. 

In 2019, a group of Yemeni Americans, frustrated by the lack of representation

and understanding, founded the Washington Center for Yemeni Studies

(WCYS). We knew our community's voices deserved to be heard, and we were

determined to create a platform for diverse perspectives and experiences.

We are the advocate at the forefront. WCYS provides a platform for open

dialogue, knowledge sharing, and empowerment. Through our varied initiatives,

WCYS amplifies Yemeni voices and fosters understanding, bridging the gap

between communities and creating a more inclusive future for Yemenis

everywhere.
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Our Vision

Our Mission

A center where Yemenis are empowered to voice

their aspirations and shape their future.

Promote understanding and empower Yemeni

voices through research, education, and

community engagement to champion democracy,

civil liberties, and sustainable peace.
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The Washington Center for Yemeni Studies (WCYS) is a leading

non-profit organization dedicated to empowering Yemenis,

championing justice, and bridging understanding of Yemen’s rich

culture, history, and complex present. 

Through collective action, unwavering commitment, and a shared

vision, we can weave a brighter future for Yemen, a future where

empowered voices and informed solutions pave the way for lasting

peace, justice, and prosperity.

We accomplish this by

Amplifying Yemeni voices: We serve as a platform for Yemeni

Americans and Yemenis worldwide to share their stories,

perspectives, and demands.

Protecting civil liberties and democratic due process: We advocate

for justice and respect for human rights for all Yemenis, regardless

of their background or political affiliation.

Promoting knowledge and understanding: We conduct in-depth

research and analysis on Yemen's complex political, social, and

economic landscape, providing trusted information to policymakers,

the media, and the public.

Empowering communities: We offer educational resources,

workshops, and civic engagement training to Yemeni communities in

the US and Yemen, fostering their active participation in shaping

their future.
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We engage in ongoing efforts to

Provide insightful information and analysis: We

serve as a trusted voice for the Yemeni community,

offering research, reports, and commentary that

inform policy decisions and public discourse.

Act as community representatives: We engage with

policymakers, media outlets, and other stakeholders

to advocate for policies that benefit Yemeni

communities and address their concerns.

Empower through education and training: We equip

Yemeni communities with the knowledge and skills to

shape the future they envision for themselves and

their families.

Join us in building a brighter future for Yemen. Visit our website to

learn more about our work, how you can get involved, and how to

support our mission. Together, we can create a more just and

equitable future for all Yemenis.
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Data-Driven Impact
Quantifying our achievements in 2023

WCYS amplified Yemeni voices and informed critical conversations in

2023, reaching a global audience and impacting stakeholders at all

levels. Here's a snapshot of our quantifiable achievements:

18800+

2050

5,500+150+

People in various activities
carried out by the center

Detailed report and
newsletter provided to
over 1,311 subscribers

Content published on
our YouTube channel
reached 79,000 views

Media appearance across 10
international platforms such
as Al Jazeera and BBC Arabic

Participants in each
virtual discussion

Follower on social media



Mobilizing for Change

Yemen Advocacy Day
June 14, 2023
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Impact

The Washington Center for Yemen Studies organized the 1st Annual Yemen Advocacy Day

to drive positive change in Yemen by fostering U.S. elected officials’ relationships with

their Yemeni-American constituents to promote U.S.-Yemen mutual interests, facilitate

sustainable development, and strengthen stability in Yemen.

100 Yemeni Americans met with 37 Congressional offices.

Secured support for critical issues: SAFER tanker removal,

civilian prisoner release, landmine removal, and Aden

consulate services.

Raised awareness about the ongoing challenges faced by

Yemenis and encouraged meaningful action.
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Yemeni American New York constituents and WCYS team with Senator Chuck Schumer, Yemen Advocacy Day 
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Mobilizing for Change

Yemen Advocacy Day

Key achievements
Expedited solutions for the SAFER oil tanker crisis.

Advocated for an efficient landmine removal mechanism and

accountability for violators.

Called for the unconditional release of prisoners of

conscience.

Emphasized Aden’s need for consular services to support the

Yemeni American community.

WCYS team received USCMO’s 3rd place Participation Award in recognition of the 3rd largest turnout for

Muslim Advocacy Day, presented by Congresswoman Ilhan Omar.

Yemeni American Michigan constituents with Congresswoman Rashida Tlaib, Yemen Advocacy Day



WCYS Activities

Fostering Dialogue
and Understanding

Throughout 2023, WCYS hosted a dynamic series of events to foster

dialogue, promote understanding, and shed light on critical issues

impacting Yemen. From in-depth discussions with high-level officials to

collaborative conferences with renowned experts, WCYS provided a

platform for diverse voices to be heard and meaningful conversations to

take place.

Here are a few examples of WCYS's commitment to fostering dialogue

and understanding in 2023. Through these diverse activities, WCYS

facilitated crucial conversations, empowered Yemeni voices, and shed

light on complex issues impacting Yemen's future.
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WCYS Activities

The Saudi-Iranian Rapprochement
and its Impact on the Conflict in
Yemen
The virtual symposium touched on expert analyzes about the

rapprochement between the two regional powers and its

impact on the future course of the conflict in Yemen. This

exciting session reviewed the impact of the evolving

relationship between Saudi Arabia and Iran on the Yemeni

conflict and the potential outcomes of their ongoing

diplomatic efforts.

June 14, 2023

How to Achieve Peace in Yemen:
Together for Yemen Conference

President Abdulsamad Elfgeeh participated in a

conversation hosted by the Yemeni National

Coalition with renowned Yemeni experts on

achieving peace in Yemen.

October 14, 2023

Learn More Watch Full Discussion

https://wcys.org/blog/all-events/the-saudi-iran-rapprochement-and-its-impact-on-the-yemeni-conflict-2/
https://wcys.org/blog/all-events/the-saudi-iran-rapprochement-and-its-impact-on-the-yemeni-conflict-2/
https://youtu.be/ZaMl62k1G4g?si=bsUuJTPanQBekjEj
https://youtu.be/ZaMl62k1G4g?si=bsUuJTPanQBekjEj


WCYS Activities

Navigating Peace in Yemen: A Conversation with U.S.
Special Envoy Timothy Lenderking and Ambassador
of Yemen H.E. Mohammed Al-Hadhrami.
WCYS hosted an engaging roundtable discussion that brought together 25+

Yemeni American community leaders, specialists in Yemeni affairs, and Embassy

representatives to illuminate US support for peace efforts in Yemen and

international measures against the Red Sea escalation. The Special Envoy

reiterated the US commitment to Yemen, emphasizing that escalation is not

conducive to Yemeni peace. WCYS facilitates similar dialogue between the US

Special Envoy and Yemeni Americans, prioritizing women and youth engagement.

December 20th, 2023



WCYS Activities

The Road to 2050: An Assessment of Arab Regional
Possibilities and the Future of U.S. Cooperation
The Washington Center for Yemeni Studies partnered with the National Council on U.S.-Arab

Relations for an online conference that featured insightful discussions and remarks on the

trends shaping the future of the Arab World and U.S.-Arab relations. We are proud to have

been part of this collaborative effort, which brought specialists and experts together to

share their perspectives on this crucial topic. The session, “Empowering Arab Youth for the

Future: Navigating Vision 2050 Trends and Challenges, " was moderated by Ms. Marwa J

Ghumrawi, WCYS Operations and Communications Manager. Husam Kaid, Government

Relations Manager, presented the Center’s remarks.

August 9th-10th, 2023

Learn More Watch Full Discussion

https://wcys.org/blog/all-events/the-road-to-2050-an-assessment-of-arab-regional-possibilities-and-the-future-of-u-s-cooperation/
https://wcys.org/blog/all-events/the-road-to-2050-an-assessment-of-arab-regional-possibilities-and-the-future-of-u-s-cooperation/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ILNnEohgFlM&t=5082s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ILNnEohgFlM&t=5082s


أنشطة مركز واشنطن

Panelists:

Geopolitical Crossroads in Yemen: Unraveling Yemen’s
Future Amidst Trade Routes and Conflict
The Washington Center for Yemeni Studies, in collaboration with the National Council on US-

Arab Relations, hosted a discussion Discussion focusing on the India-Middle East-EU trade

route, regional conflicts, and potential impacts on the conflict and peace prospects. The

panelists addressed the possible implications of the ongoing Israel-Hamas conflict on

negotiations between the Houthi rebels and the Saudis and the growing Houthi threat to

maritime security in the Red Sea. 

Sami Hamdi, Managing Director of The International Interest. 

Colonel (Ret.) Abbas K. Dahouk, Member of the Board of Directors of the National Council

on U.S. Arab Relations, Founder and President of HyphenPoint LLC   

Moderated by: 

Marwa Ghumrawi, WCYS Operations and Communications Manager.

Learn More Watch Full Discussion

https://wcys.org/blog/2023/12/21/geopolitical-crossroads-in-yemen-unraveling-yemens-future-amidst-trade-routes-and-conflict-2/
https://wcys.org/blog/2023/12/21/geopolitical-crossroads-in-yemen-unraveling-yemens-future-amidst-trade-routes-and-conflict-2/
https://youtu.be/uW3xAwZF7rQ?si=ktf1YxjAvYia2Eo7
https://youtu.be/uW3xAwZF7rQ?si=ktf1YxjAvYia2Eo7
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Engagement

Amplifying Voices
Beyond the Nation’s

Capital
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Engagements

On International Children’s Day: Justice for Yemen
Children Must Be Included in Peace Talks November 20th, 2023

WCYS was among the 43 signatories to the 2022 Human Rights Watch report on children

and armed conflict. The report advocated for including children’s justice and accountability

in peace talks. It was published on November 20th, coinciding with International Children’s

Day. Learn more about the HRW Report.

22nd Annual MAS-ICNA Convention in Chicago
September 28, 2023

President Abdulsamad Elfgeeh and Saif Almuthanna, Director of Media Relations,

participated in a panel discussion on the Ceasefire in Yemen, Peacebuilding, and Future

Challenges at the 22nd Annual MAS-ICNA Convention. Muslim families from around the

country headed to Chicago, Illinois, in December 2023 for one of the most prominent Islamic

conferences in America—the 22nd annual MAS-ICNA Convention attended by over 30,000

Muslim Americans nationwide.

Annual Yemeni American Tradeshow and Expo
in Memphis, TN 

President Abdulsamad Elfgeeh and Saif Almuthanna, Director of Media Relations, hosted a

WCYS booth to connect with and empower the Yemeni American community. This annual

function brings together over 30 Yemeni businesses across the country. Additionally, the

Tradeshow was followed by the 3rd Annual Yemeni Communities Soccer Championship,

where our team engaged with hundreds of Yemeni youth with the center’s mission and

informed them of the benefits of active participation in the civic process.

July 24, 2023

https://www.hrw.org/news/2023/11/20/international-children-day-justice-yemen-children-must-be-included-peace-talks


info@wcys.org www.wcys.org

WCYS Publications

Navigating Nuances
Unveiling the Full
Picture of Yemen



Analysis Reports
Welcome to our 2023 Yemeni Studies Reports archive, your gateway to understanding the

complexities and realities shaping Yemen today. Throughout this year, we've diligently published

in-depth monthly analyses, dissecting political, military, economic, and humanitarian

developments.
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We accomplish this by

Expert-driven insights: Our analyses are crafted by experts with deep knowledge of

Yemeni affairs, offering nuanced perspectives beyond the headlines.
Comprehensive coverage: Each report dives deep into critical areas, providing a holistic

understanding of the situation in Yemen.

3 Accessible information: We present complex topics clearly and concisely, empowering

you to engage with the issues that matter.
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What will you find here?

Critical political developments: Explore shifts in power dynamics, peace negotiations, and

regional influences.

Military dynamics: Gain insights into military operations, conflict zones, and humanitarian

implications.

3 Economic realities: Understand the economic challenges faced by Yemen and potential

solutions.

4 Humanitarian needs: Stay informed about the dire humanitarian situation and ongoing

relief efforts.

https://wcys.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/05/English-Quarterly-Yemen-Update-1.pdf
https://wcys.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/WCYS-Monthly-Report-Sept.-2023.pdf
https://wcys.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/12/2023-November-WCYS.pdf
https://wcys.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/11/October-Report.pdf
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Newsletters
Become an informed advocate for Yemen. Delve into this archive to gain a deeper understanding

of the complex realities shaping the region, empowered by a multitude of voices and

perspectives. These insightful resources offer more than just top headlines; they provide a

nuanced and comprehensive understanding of the region by drawing upon diverse perspectives

from Yemeni, US, and international news outlets.

https://wcys.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/02/2023-January-WCYS-1.pdf
https://wcys.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/04/2023-February-WCYS.pdf
https://wcys.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/05/2023-April-WCYS.pdf
https://wcys.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/04/2023-March-WCYS.pdf
https://wcys.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/05/2023-April-WCYS.pdf
https://wcys.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/05/2023-April-WCYS.pdf
https://wcys.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/05/2023-April-WCYS.pdf
https://wcys.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/05/2023-April-WCYS.pdf
https://wcys.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/05/2023-April-WCYS.pdf
https://wcys.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/05/2023-April-WCYS.pdf
https://wcys.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/05/2023-April-WCYS.pdf
https://wcys.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/05/2023-April-WCYS.pdf


Newsletters
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Why explore these newsletters?

Go beyond the mainstream: We curate news and analysis from a variety of sources, ensuring

you receive a broader picture of events in Yemen, often missed by mainstream media.

Uncover hidden narratives: Delve into stories and perspectives from within Yemen and gain

valuable insights into the lived experiences of its people.

3 Gain expert analysis: Benefit from commentaries and informed opinions from respected

researchers, analysts, and advocates specializing in Yemeni affairs.
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What will you find here?

Concise summaries of critical events: Political shifts, humanitarian updates, economic

developments, and social transformations, all presented in a digestible format.

Diverse news sources: Explore headlines and analysis from Yemeni news outlets like

Balqees and Aljazeerah, as well as central US and international publications like The New

York Times and BBC News.

3 Human interest stories: Connect with the human narratives embedded within the news,

fostering empathy and understanding.

4 Calls to action: Find ways to stay engaged and contribute to positive change in Yemen.

Explore the archive and rediscover the power of staying informed. Whether

you're catching up or revisiting familiar ground, these newsletters offer valuable

insights into a year of resilience and change in Yemen.

Subscribe to our mailing list for the latest news from
Yemen, WCYS reports, and events. 

https://wcys.org/contact-us/
https://wcys.org/contact-us/
https://wcys.org/contact-us/


The Washington Center for Yemeni Studies is
a DC-based research organization. Our work
sheds light on the Yemeni conflict through

our Research, Reportage, and Network
approach. We publish and disseminate
critical ideas excluded from mainstream

media about Yemen.
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