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Executive Overview

The Washington Center

for Yemeni Studies (WCYS)
continued to expand its

role in 2025 as a policy

and research institution
contributing to informed
discussions on Yemen within
Washington policy circles
and the broader international
community.

Throughout the year, WCYS
strengthened its institutional
capacity to bridge research,
civic engagement, and policy
dialogue. The organization
facilitated new legislative
engagement on Yemen-
related issues in Congress,
expanded its research output,
and mobilized civic advocacy
across Yemeni American
communities nationwide.



In addition to expanding its research

and advocacy programs, WCYS helped
mobilize nationwide civic participation on
key humanitarian policy issues affecting
Yemeni nationals in the United States.

A coordinated advocacy campaign
generated more than 1,000 letters to over
200 congressional offices, demonstrating
the growing capacity of Yemeni American
communities to engage constructively in
U.S. policymaking.

WCYS also contributed to advancing
bipartisan legislative engagement on
human rights accountability in Yemen.
Through policy dialogue and congressional
outreach, the organization helped facilitate
bipartisan sponsorship in the Senate for the
introduction of the Houthi Human Rights
Accountability Act, reflecting increased
congressional attention to the Yemen
conflict.

This report highlights WCYS institutional
initiatives and achievements during 2025. It
provides an overview of the organization’s
policy engagement, research publications,
public outreach, and civic mobilization
efforts.

A separate analytical publication
accompanies this report and examines
major political, security, and humanitarian
developments in Yemen during 2025.
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WCYS at a

Glance

2025 represented a year of continued growth in
WCYS policy engagement, research output, and
public outreach.

Key indicators of institutional activity
include:

- 169% increase in website engagement,
reflecting expanded global readership of
WCYS analysis

- More than 1,000 civic advocacy letters
sent to 200+ members of Congress
supporting accountability for human
rights violations in Yemen

- Bipartisan Senate sponsorship facilitated
the introduction of the Houthi Human
Rights Accountability Act, aligning the
House and Senate on the same legislation
- 65% increase in publication output,
showcasing continued expansion

of analysis on Yemen's political,
humanitarian, and regional developments
- 72% growth in international readership
across North America, Europe, and the
Middle East

These indicators reflect the organization’s
expanding role as a platform for informed
dialogue on Yemen policy.







Institutional
Mission and
Strategic
Approach

The Washington Center for Yemeni
Studies is a Washington-based
policy and research institution
dedicated to strengthening
informed discussion on Yemen and
amplifying Yemeni expertise within
international policy conversations.
WCYS operates at the intersection
of research, policy engagement,
and civic participation. Through
this integrated approach, the
organization works to improve the
quality of analysis and dialogue
surrounding Yemen's political,
humanitarian, and economic
challenges.

WCYS initiatives focus on three
core areas:




Policy Engagement

WCYS facilitates dialogue between analysts, policymakers, and community members to ensure
that informed perspectives on Yemen contribute to legislative and diplomatic discussions in
Washington.

Research and Analysis

Through analytical publications and expert commentary, WCYS provides analysis addressing
Yemen's conflict dynamics, governance challenges, humanitarian conditions, and regional
political developments.

Civic Participation

WCYS supports Yemeni American civic engagement by creating opportunities for diaspora
communities to contribute constructively to policy discussions affecting Yemen and Yemenis

abroad.
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Policy Engagement

and Legislative Impact

A key component of WCYS work in 2025 involved expanding congressional engagement on
Yemen-related policy issues.

Through direct engagement with congressional offices and participation in policy discussions
on Capitol Hill, WCYS contributed to advancing legislative attention to human rights

conditions and accountability mechanisms related to the Yemen conflict.




Houthi Human Rights
Accountability Act

WCYS policy outreach helped facilitate bipartisan Senate sponsorship for the introduction of
the Houthi Human Rights Accountability Act, a legislative initiative aimed at strengthening
accountability mechanisms addressing Houthi human rights violations in Yemen.
Engagement included policy briefings, congressional meetings, and follow-up discussions with
offices interested in advancing the initiative in both the House and the Senate.

The effort reflects growing congressional attention to Yemen’'s human rights landscape and the
importance of accountability in advancing long-term conflict resolution andsafeguarding U.S.

national security interests.
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Friends of Yemen Caucus

Co-Chairs: Rep. Joe Wilson (R) and Rep. Shri Thanedar (D)

This caucus establishes permanent bipartisan coordination on Yemen policy in the House.
As part of a broader effort led by the Yemeni Embassy and community leaders, WCYS played
a central role in advancing the initiative through strategic outreach, coordination across
takeholders, and sustained constituent engagement.

Civic Mobilization and Advocacy

WCYS civic engagement initiatives continued to expand in 2025, connecting Yemeni American

communities with policymakers on issues affecting Yemen and Yemeni nationals abroad.




Yemen TPS Advocacy Campaign

In response to ongoing instability and humanitarian challenges in Yemen, WCYS
supported a nationwide advocacy campaign urging policymakers to extend Temporary
Protected Status (TPS) protections for Yemeni nationals residing in the United States.
Through digital outreach and community mobilization, the campaign generated more
than 1,100 letters sent to over 200 members of Congress, highlighting the growing civic
participation of Yemeni American communities.

The campaign contributed to raising awareness among policymakers regarding the
humanitarian conditions facing Yemen and the implications of immigration policy

decisions for affected communities.




National Yemen
Advocacy Day

National Yemen Advocacy

Day remains one of WCYS's
flagship civic engagement ‘

initiatives.

The program brings together
Yemeni American community !
leaders, students, and
advocates from across the
United States to meet with
members of Congress and
congressional staff.

These meetings provide
participants with the
opportunity to share personal
experiences, discuss policy
priorities affecting Yemen,
and engage directly with
policymakers responsible for
shaping U.S. foreign policy
and national security interests
toward the region.




Advocacy Day also serves as a
platform for strengthening civic
participation within Yemeni
American communities while
fostering constructive dialogue
with policymakers.

Key issues on the agenda included
the travel ban, the extension of
Temporary Protected Status (TPS),
ongoing Houthi human rights
violations in Yemen, and ways

to enhance U.S. engagement in
addressing Yemen's humanitarian
and political crises. Participants
also emphasized the importance of
U.S. support for peace and stability
efforts.

This successful initiative highlighted the growing civic engagement of Yemeni Americans

and underscored their comamitment to working with U.S. institutions toward a more

peaceful and stable future for Yemen.
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Research and Policy Analysis

WCYS WCYS &2
WEBINAR DISCUSSION WEBINAR DISCUSSION
UNDERSTANDING THE HOUTHI YEMEN'S WAR AT TEN:
DETENTION STRATEGY IN YEMEN FROM SAUDI TO U.S. INTERVENTION

FROM LOCAL CONTROL TO GLOBAL LEVERAGE
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FUAN HERE Join our upcoming panel exploring how the Houthis
expanded their arbitrary detention practices to include local
staff working in UN agencies., Our discussion will examing
Implications for humanitarian ald, peace initiatives, and
regional stability in the wake of their FTO redesignation.

Jnin our upcaming panal marking ten years since the Saudi-led intervention
in Yemen, as renpwed Houthi vickence and a LLS. military response place
the conflict back under international scruting. Our discussion will examine
how Guif states are recalbrating thelr posture after years of strategic
ovarraach, and how growing Involvement from powers like Russia and iran
is reshaping the region's security and diplemacy,

s REGISTER NOW WWW.WCYS.org N REGISTER NOW WWW.WCYS.org

WCYS research initiatives contribute to broader discussions among policymakers, analysts,
journalists, and academic institutions seeking reliable analysis on Yemen.

Throughout 2025, WCYS analysts produced a range of publications addressing political
developments, governance challenges, humanitarian conditions, and regional dynamics
affecting Yemen.

These publications aim to provide accessible yet analytically grounded insights that help
decision-makers and the public better understand complex developments shaping Yemen's
future.

WCYS research increasingly contributes to policy dialogue both within Washington and among
international audiences.
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Publications and
Knowledge Production

WCYS publications continue to serve as an important platform for disseminating research and
analysis on Yemen.

In 2025, WCYS published 22 analytical pieces and over 30 “Latest Developments” articles, which
attracted significant readership and engagement. The most viewed publications included:

- The Houthis in al-Bayda: Dynamics of Control and Resistance

- Yemen's Government Takes Action on Houthi FTO Designation

- Understanding the Houthi Detention Strategy in Yemen

- Proxy Solidarity: The Houthi-Iran Strategy Behind the Palestinian Cause

These publications reflect WCYS's commitment to producing accessible research addressing

both immediate developments and long-term policy considerations related to Yemen.




Digital Reach and
Global Audience

WCYS digital platforms continued to expand the organization’s reach among policymakers,
researchers, journalists, and members of the Yemeni diaspora.

Website engagement increased by 169 percent in 2025, reflecting growing demand for
reliable analysis on Yemen'’s political and humanitarian developments.

WCYS publications reached readers across multiple regions, with the largest audiences
located in the United States, Europe, and the Middle East. WCYS analysts were published on
prominent platforms such as Foreign Policy, the Atlantic Council, the Middle East Institute
(MEI), AGSIW, and others.

This expanding digital footprint demonstrates the increasing role of WCYS as a trusted source

of information and analysis on Yemen.

Top 10 Countries by Visitors

Netherlands
918

501 Germany

Ireland 584
United States ggp Tiirkiye China

192
14,509 Saudi Arabia 1,078

296
Yemen
501 Singapore
381
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Media Engagement

and Public Dialogue

WCYS experts continued to
contribute to public discussions
through interviews, commentary, and
participation in policy panels.
Throughout the year, WCYS analysts

appeared in international and regional
media outlets such as CNN, BBC,

NPR, Iran International, TRT, and
Yemeni media platforms, discussing

developments related to Yemen's
conflict, humanitarian conditions,

and regional geopolitical dynamics.
These engagements help ensure
that public discussions surrounding
Yemen incorporate informed
perspectives grounded in regional
expertise.
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DO E NEWS
Iran: Nuclear talks with US 'constructive'

* Pakistan expels tens of thousands of Afghans ahead of April deadline



Why This Work Matters

Yemen remains one

of the most complex
humanitarian and
political crises in the
world.

Policy decisions affecting
Yemen are shaped not
only by developments on
the ground but also by g
the quality of analysis and h
dialogue surrounding the _ -
country.

By providing credible
research, facilitating
civic engagement,
and connecting
policymakers with
informed perspectives,
WCYS contributes to a
more informed policy

environment surrounding
Yemen.




Looking Ahead

WCYS will continue expanding its research, policy engagement,
and civic participation initiatives in the coming years.

Future priorities include:

- Expanding policy analysis on Yemen's political and economic
developments

- Strengthening engagement with policymakers and research
institutions

- Increasing civic participation among Yemeni American
communities.

- Expanding the global reach of WCYS publications and research
initiatives

Through these efforts, WCYS seeks to strengthen informed

dialogue and constructive engagement on policies affecting

Yemen and the broader region.
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Donate link:

Email

info@wcys.org

Website

WWW.WCYS.org

Address

700 12th St. NW STE 700
Washington, D.C. 20005

Thank you for your
unwavering support
and trust in our mission.
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